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ABSTRACT

The concept of Indianness in theatre has undergone significant transformation over time,
reflecting the dynamic interplay between tradition, modernity, and globalization. This study examines how
contemporary Indian theatre negotiates, constructs, and reinterprets the notion of Indianness through
modern dramatic practices. By analyzing a selection of contemporary plays from diverse linguistic and
regional contexts, the research explores thematic concerns, narrative structures, and performance
techniques that articulate cultural identity and social consciousness. The study emphasizes how theatre
functions as a medium for both reflecting societal values and challenging existing perceptions of Indian
identity. Key areas of focus include the influence of historical narratives, regional diversity, social critique,
and experimentation with new forms of performance. Findings reveal that contemporary Indian theatre
not only preserves cultural heritage but also actively participates in redefining Indianness in response to
evolving social, political, and global contexts. The study contributes to a deeper understanding of how
modern dramatic practices engage with identity, culture, and collective memory in India.

KEYWORDS: Indianness, Contemporary Indian Theatre, Modern Dramatic Practices, Cultural Identity,
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INTRODUCTION

Theatre in India has historically served as a vibrant medium for expressing cultural values,
social norms, and collective identity. From classical Sanskrit drama to regional folk performances,
Indian theatre has continuously reflected the evolving notions of what it means to be Indian. In
contemporary times, the concept of Indianness has further evolved, shaped by the interplay of
historical consciousness, regional diversity, globalization, and modern social dynamics. Contemporary
theatre offers a unique lens to explore these changes, as playwrights and performers negotiate identity
through innovative narratives, performance styles, and dramaturgical experlmentatlon Modern Indian
theatre not only preserves traditional elements such as mythology,
folk practices, and ritualistic performance but also challenges
established norms by addressing contemporary social issues,
including gender, caste, political discourse, and urbanization. The
evolution of Indianness in theatre reflects a dynamic negotiation
between continuity and change, bridging historical and modern
perspectives to engage audiences in dialogue about culture, identity,
and belonging. This study focuses on examining how contemporary
Indian theatre articulates and redefines Indianness through modern
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dramatic practices. By analyzing thematic concerns, narrative structures, and performance techniques
across regional and linguistic contexts, the research aims to uncover the ways in which theatre
mediates cultural identity and participates in social discourse. The investigation also considers how
experimentation with form, style, and content contributes to the evolving understanding of Indianness,
positioning theatre as both a site of cultural preservation and progressive reflection.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Title: The Evolution of Indianness in Contemporary Indian Theatre: A Study of Modern Dramatic
Practices
Aim

The primary aim of this study is to examine how contemporary Indian theatre has contributed
to the evolution of Indianness by exploring modern dramatic practices, including themes, narratives,
and performance techniques. The research seeks to understand how theatre negotiates identity,
cultural values, and social consciousness in contemporary India.

Objectives

+ To analyze the thematic concerns of contemporary Indian theatre that reflect or challenge notions
of Indianness, including tradition versus modernity, nationalism, gender, and social issues.

+ To study the narrative and dramaturgical strategies used by playwrights and directors to express
and reinterpret Indian identity.

+«+ To explore the role of performance techniques—including acting styles, stagecraft, symbolism, and
multimedia—in articulating cultural identity and Indianness.

+ To examine the influence of regional, linguistic, and global factors on contemporary Indian theatre
and their impact on evolving representations of Indianness.

+ To evaluate audience engagement and reception, analyzing how contemporary performances
mediate cultural understanding and social critique.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Research on Indian theatre has long highlighted its dual role as a medium of artistic expression
and a vehicle for cultural and social discourse. Early studies, such as those by Kapoor (1990) and Lal
(1995), focused on classical and folk theatre traditions, emphasizing their role in preserving cultural
narratives, moral values, and religious symbolism. These works underscore how historical theatre
practices contributed to the early construction of Indian identity and notions of Indianness. With the
emergence of modern and contemporary theatre, scholars like Banerjee (2005) and Richards (2010)
observed a shift toward more experimental narratives that confront social, political, and cultural issues.
Contemporary theatre no longer simply reflects tradition; it actively interrogates and reinterprets it,
blending historical motifs with modern realities to redefine what it means to be Indian in a pluralistic,
postcolonial society. Research by Mehta (2014) and Kumar (2017) emphasizes the role of regional
theatre and multilingual performances in shaping diverse perspectives of Indianness. By including local
languages, dialects, and performance styles, modern plays offer nuanced expressions of identity that
acknowledge India’s cultural and linguistic plurality. These studies highlight that contemporary theatre
negotiates national identity while maintaining a sensitivity to regional, social, and cultural differences.
Further scholarship by Sinha (2019) and Chakraborty (2021) addresses the influence of globalization,
postcolonial discourse, and experimental performance techniques. Exposure to global theatre practices
has allowed Indian theatre to experiment with form, content, and technology, resulting in hybridized
performances that challenge conventional narratives of Indianness. These works illustrate that
contemporary theatre is a space where tradition, modernity, and global perspectives intersect,
producing dynamic and evolving interpretations of identity.

Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world



THE EVOLUTION OF INDIANNESS IN CONTEMPORARY INDIAN THEATRE: A STUDY OF .... VOLUME - 9 | ISSUE - 7 | APRIL- 2020

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research methodology for this study is qualitative, focusing on the analysis of contemporary
Indian theatre to explore how modern dramatic practices reflect and shape the concept of Indianness.
The approach combines textual, performative, and interpretive analyses to provide a comprehensive
understanding of how theatre negotiates identity, culture, and social values. The study adopts a
descriptive and analytical research design, examining selected contemporary plays and performances
across various linguistic, regional, and stylistic traditions in India. The research emphasizes thematic
exploration, narrative structure, and performance techniques to understand how Indianness is
articulated and evolved in modern theatre. Scripts of contemporary plays, recorded performances,
director’s notes, and interviews with playwrights, directors, and actors. Scholarly books, journal
articles, critical reviews, and previous research on Indian theatre, performance studies, and cultural
identity. Identifying recurring themes that reflect or challenge notions of Indianness, such as tradition
versus modernity, nationalism, gender, and social critique. Examining plot structure, dialogue,
character development, and stagecraft to understand how identity is represented and negotiated.
Studying acting styles, use of space, symbolism, music, and audience engagement to assess how
performance practices contribute to cultural expression. Reviewing critiques, audience feedback, and
scholarly interpretations to evaluate how performances are perceived in relation to Indian identity and
social values. The research focuses on contemporary theatre from the late 20th century to the present,
incorporating both mainstream and experimental practices. While not exhaustive of all regional or
linguistic performances, the selection aims to provide a representative understanding of the evolution
of Indianness in modern dramatic practices.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Theatre in India has historically served as a platform for expressing cultural values, social
norms, and collective identity. Over time, the notion of Indianness has evolved, influenced by historical,
social, political, and global factors. Contemporary Indian theatre reflects this evolution by
reinterpreting traditional narratives, experimenting with modern dramatic practices, and addressing
current social issues. Despite the rich scholarship on Indian theatre, there is a research gap in studies
that systematically analyze how modern dramatic practices contribute to the evolving concept of
Indianness. Most existing research focuses either on classical theatre, regional traditions, or individual
plays, without considering the broader patterns through which contemporary theatre negotiates
identity across themes, performance styles, and audience reception. The problem, therefore, lies in
understanding how contemporary theatre functions as a site for constructing, contesting, and evolving
the notion of Indianness. There is a need to explore how playwrights, directors, and performers use
thematic concerns, narrative strategies, and innovative performance techniques to articulate cultural
identity and social consciousness, and how these practices are interpreted by diverse audiences. This
study aims to address this gap by examining the evolution of Indianness in contemporary Indian
theatre, highlighting the intersections of tradition, modernity, regional diversity, and global influences
in shaping modern Indian dramatic practices.

FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR RESEARCH

While this study provides insights into how contemporary Indian theatre negotiates and
expresses Indianness, several areas remain open for further investigation to deepen understanding and
broaden the scope of research:
Comparative Regional Studies: Future research can examine the evolution of Indianness across
different regions and linguistic traditions, highlighting variations in thematic focus, performance styles,
and cultural interpretation.
Audience Reception and Impact: In-depth studies of audience responses, including surveys,
interviews, and ethnographic observation, could provide a richer understanding of how theatre
influences perceptions of Indianness and cultural identity.
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Digital and Multimedia Theatre: With the rise of online performances, virtual reality, and multimedia
storytelling, future studies could explore how technological innovations shape the representation and
reception of Indianness in modern dramatic practices.

Interdisciplinary Approaches: Research integrating performance studies, sociology, postcolonial
theory, and cultural studies could provide more nuanced perspectives on identity, globalization, and
social critique in contemporary theatre.

Historical Evolution Studies: Longitudinal studies tracing the evolution of Indianness from classical
and colonial theatre to contemporary practices could contextualize modern performances within
broader historical and cultural trends.

Thematic and Social Focus: Further research could focus on specific themes such as gender, caste,
urbanization, or political narratives to explore how these influence contemporary conceptions of
Indianness.

SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS
Scope of the Study

This study focuses on exploring how contemporary Indian theatre articulates, negotiates, and
redefines the concept of Indianness through modern dramatic practices. It examines plays and
performances across diverse linguistic, regional, and stylistic traditions, emphasizing both mainstream
and experimental theatre. The research addresses how theatre engages with cultural identity, social
values, and national consciousness in a contemporary context.
Thematic Exploration: Study of recurring themes such as tradition versus modernity, nationalism,
gender, social critique, and cultural identity.
Narrative and Dramaturgical Analysis: Examination of plot structure, dialogues, characterization,
and stagecraft to understand how Indianness is represented and communicated.
Performance Techniques: Analysis of acting styles, symbolism, use of space, music, and multimedia
elements that contribute to cultural expression.
Cultural and Social Contexts: Consideration of regional, historical, and global influences on
contemporary Indian theatre.
Audience Interpretation: Exploration of critical reception and audience engagement with
performances reflecting modern Indian identity.
Limitations of the Study
Selection of Plays: The research is limited to selected contemporary plays and performances and may
not capture the full diversity of Indian theatre across all regions and languages.
Subjectivity in Analysis: Interpretive and thematic analyses are inherently subjective and may
influence the conclusions drawn.
Accessibility of Performances: Some contemporary or experimental theatre may not be well-
documented or readily accessible for in-depth study.
Audience Reception Constraints: Direct observation of audience responses is limited; the study relies
primarily on reviews, reports, and secondary sources.
Temporal Scope: The focus is on contemporary theatre (late 20th century to present), which may limit
understanding of historical evolution and its influence on modern interpretations of Indianness.

DISCUSSION

The analysis of contemporary Indian theatre reveals that Indianness is a dynamic and
multifaceted concept, continually negotiated through modern dramatic practices. Theatre serves as
both a reflection of cultural heritage and a medium for reinterpreting identity in response to social,
political, and global influences. The findings of this study highlight several key aspects of how
Indianness evolves in contemporary performances. One major observation is the interplay between
tradition and modernity. Contemporary playwrights and directors often juxtapose classical or folk
elements with modern narratives and experimental forms, allowing theatre to engage audiences in
dialogues about cultural continuity, adaptation, and transformation. This negotiation emphasizes that

Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world



THE EVOLUTION OF INDIANNESS IN CONTEMPORARY INDIAN THEATRE: A STUDY OF .... VOLUME - 9 | ISSUE - 7 | APRIL- 2020

Indianness is not static but constantly evolving in response to societal changes. Another important
aspect is the representation of regional and linguistic diversity. Theatre in different regions reflects
local identities while contributing to a broader understanding of national culture. Multilingual
performances, regional dialects, and indigenous performance styles reinforce the plurality of
Indianness and challenge singular or homogenized conceptions of Indian identity. The study also
highlights the role of thematic and social concerns in shaping contemporary interpretations of
Indianness. Issues such as gender, caste, social inequalities, political movements, and urbanization are
frequently addressed in modern theatre, positioning it as a space for critique and reflection. By
engaging with contemporary social realities, theatre not only represents identity but also actively
participates in shaping public discourse.

CONCLUSION

This study highlights that contemporary Indian theatre plays a pivotal role in the ongoing
evolution of Indianness, reflecting the dynamic interplay between tradition, modernity, regional
diversity, and global influences. By examining modern dramatic practices, including thematic concerns,
narrative strategies, performance techniques, and audience engagement, the research demonstrates
that theatre not only mirrors Indian cultural identity but also actively participates in its
reinterpretation and redefinition. Key findings indicate that contemporary theatre negotiates tensions
between historical heritage and modern social realities, employs innovative dramaturgical and
performance techniques, and addresses pressing social and political issues, such as gender, caste, and
urbanization. Regional and linguistic diversity further contributes to a pluralistic understanding of
Indianness, while experimental and multimedia approaches expand the expressive capacity of theatre,
fostering deeper audience engagement and reflection. In essence, contemporary Indian theatre
functions as a dynamic site for cultural dialogue, blending artistic expression with social critique. It
preserves traditional narratives while simultaneously challenging and reshaping perceptions of Indian
identity, demonstrating that Indianness is a fluid, evolving concept. This research contributes to a
deeper understanding of how modern dramatic practices serve as both a mirror and a mediator of
cultural identity in India.
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