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ABSTRACT 
Gandhian philosophy has played a 
profound role in shaping the thematic 
concerns and character construction of 
Indian English literature. Rooted in 
principles such as truth (Satya), non-
violence (Ahimsa), self-reliance 
(Swadeshi), simplicity, and moral 
courage, the ideology of Mahatma 
Gandhi has significantly influenced 
literary representations of social reform, 
resistance, and ethical selfhood. Indian 
English writers, responding to both 
colonial oppression and post-
independence disillusionment, have 
drawn upon Gandhian ideals to explore 
conflicts between tradition and 
modernity, violence and peace, 
materialism and spirituality. This study 
examines how Gandhian philosophy 
informs the themes, narrative strategies, 
and characterization in selected works of 
Indian English literature. In novels such as 
Untouchable by Mulk Raj Anand and 
Kanthapura by Raja Rao, Gandhian ideals 
are central to the portrayal of social 
awakening and collective resistance 
against injustice. Characters often 
embody moral resilience, self-sacrifice, 
and faith in non-violent transformation, 
reflecting Gandhi’s vision of ethical 
activism. Even in later post-independence 
narratives, Gandhian influence persists  

through the exploration of 
rural life, communal harmony, 
and critiques of industrial 
modernity. 
 The research 
highlights that Gandhian 
philosophy functions not 
merely as a political backdrop 
but as a moral framework that 
shapes character psychology 
and narrative resolution. 
Protagonists influenced by 
Gandhian values frequently 
confront internal moral 
dilemmas, emphasizing self-
purification and spiritual 
growth over material gain. 
Furthermore, Gandhian 
thought has inspired literary 
engagement with issues such 
as caste discrimination,  
 
 
 

gender inequality, and 
national identity. By 
analyzing thematic patterns 
and character development 
across selected texts, this 
study demonstrates that 
Gandhian philosophy 
remains a foundational 
influence in Indian English 
literature. It continues to 
offer a lens through which 
writers interrogate ethical 
responsibility, social justice, 
and the search for authentic 
identity in both colonial and 
postcolonial contexts. 
KEYWORDS: Gandhian 
Philosophy; Mahatma Gandhi; 
Indian English Literature; Satya 
(Truth); Ahimsa (Non-
violence); Satyagraha; 
Swadeshi; Social Reform; 
Nationalism; 

 



INFLUENCE OF GANDHIAN PHILOSOPHY ON THEMES AND CHARACTERS IN INDIAN ENGLISH ….                     Volume - 6| Issue - 8 | may - 2017 

_____________________________________________________________________           

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Available online at www.lbp.world 
 

2 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 The impact of Mahatma Gandhi on Indian English literature is both profound and enduring. Gandhi’s 
philosophy, built on the principles of truth (Satya), non-violence (Ahimsa), self-reliance (Swadeshi), 
simplicity, and moral courage, has served as a guiding ethical and ideological framework for writers 
responding to colonial oppression, social injustice, and the challenges of modernity. Indian English literature, 
which evolved under the pressures of British colonialism and later addressed post-independence nation-
building, frequently incorporates Gandhian ideals to explore issues of morality, social responsibility, and 
individual and collective identity. From the pre-independence era, writers such as Mulk Raj Anand, Raja Rao, 
and R. K. Narayan engaged with Gandhian thought in diverse ways. In novels like Untouchable and 
Kanthapura, Gandhian philosophy informs not only the themes of social reform, caste eradication, and rural 
upliftment but also shapes the psychological and moral development of characters. Protagonists in these 
narratives often embody principles of non-violence, ethical self-discipline, and commitment to the collective 
good, highlighting Gandhi’s vision of moral and spiritual leadership. 
 Post-independence Indian English literature continues to reflect Gandhian influence, although in 
more complex and sometimes critical forms. Writers explore tensions between Gandhian ideals and modern 
socio-political realities, such as industrialization, urbanization, communal conflicts, and materialist 
aspirations. The influence manifests not only in thematic concerns—such as justice, equality, and ethical 
governance—but also in character construction, as individuals grapple with moral dilemmas, personal 
responsibility, and social activism. The present study seeks to examine the ways in which Gandhian 
philosophy has shaped the thematic concerns and characterizations in Indian English literature. It aims to 
investigate how authors integrate concepts like non-violence, truth, and self-discipline into narrative 
structures, and how these ideals inform the ethical and psychological dimensions of their characters. By 
doing so, the research highlights the continuing relevance of Gandhian thought in literary discourse and its 
role in shaping the moral imagination of Indian English literature. 
 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
Aim: 
 The primary aim of this study is to examine the influence of Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy on the 
themes, narrative structures, and characterization in Indian English literature, highlighting how his principles 
of truth, non-violence, self-reliance, simplicity, and moral courage shape literary representation and ethical 
discourse. 
 
Objectives: 
1. To analyze the integration of Gandhian ideals—such as Satya (truth), Ahimsa (non-violence), and Swadeshi 
(self-reliance)—in the themes and plots of selected Indian English novels. 
2. To examine the portrayal of characters influenced by Gandhian philosophy, focusing on their moral 
decision-making, ethical dilemmas, and spiritual development. 
3. To explore how Indian English writers employ Gandhian thought to address social issues such as caste 
discrimination, communal harmony, rural upliftment, and national identity. 
4. To identify the continuity and transformation of Gandhian ideals in pre-independence and post-
independence Indian English literature. 
5. To assess the relevance of Gandhian philosophy in contemporary literary narratives, particularly in 
negotiating tensions between modernity, materialism, and ethical responsibility. 
 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 The influence of Mahatma Gandhi on Indian English literature has been widely acknowledged in 
both critical and scholarly discourse. Scholars observe that Gandhi’s principles of truth (Satya), non-violence 
(Ahimsa), self-reliance (Swadeshi), simplicity, and moral courage provide a foundational ethical framework 
for understanding both the thematic and characterological concerns of Indian English novels. Early studies 
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highlight how pre-independence authors incorporated Gandhian ideals into narratives of social reform and 
national awakening. For instance, Mulk Raj Anand in Untouchable (1935) portrays Bakha, a young sweeper, 
whose personal dignity and ethical consciousness reflect Gandhian notions of social justice and human 
equality. Scholars such as Dharwadker (2002) and Nandy (1994) argue that Anand’s fiction illustrates 
Gandhi’s influence in shaping a moral response to caste oppression, using literature as a vehicle for social 
and ethical critique. Similarly, Raja Rao in Kanthapura (1938) depicts a village’s engagement with Gandhian 
ideals of non-violent resistance against colonial authority, illustrating the transformative power of collective 
moral action. Critics emphasize that Rao’s characters embody ethical self-discipline, courage, and social 
responsibility, mirroring Gandhi’s vision of active citizenship. 
 Subsequent scholarship focuses on the thematic and philosophical imprint of Gandhian thought in 
post-independence Indian English literature. Researchers such as Chakraborty (2010) and Rao (2013) note 
that Gandhian values continue to inform explorations of moral dilemmas, rural development, and communal 
harmony. Characters often face internal conflicts where adherence to truth and non-violence challenges 
personal ambition or social expediency. Literary critics argue that this enduring influence reflects a moral 
consciousness that transcends historical and political contexts, positioning Gandhian ideals as a lens through 
which writers interrogate contemporary issues such as industrialization, urbanization, and social inequality. 
Recent studies have also examined the narrative techniques through which Gandhian philosophy is 
conveyed. Sharma (2015) highlights the use of symbolism, allegory, and ethical characterization to dramatize 
Gandhian values. For example, the motif of rural landscapes often signifies simplicity, moral clarity, and 
cultural rootedness, contrasting with urban spaces associated with corruption, materialism, and ethical 
compromise. Critics such as Banerjee (2017) suggest that authors employ didactic narrative strategies, 
including moral dialogues, reflective monologues, and character arcs of self-purification, to articulate 
Gandhian philosophy effectively. 
 
RESERACH METHOLOGY 
 The present study employs a qualitative and interpretative research methodology to examine the 
influence of Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy on the themes and characterizations in Indian English literature. 
The research is grounded in literary analysis, focusing on how Gandhian principles such as truth (Satya), non-
violence (Ahimsa), self-reliance (Swadeshi), simplicity, and moral courage are reflected in narrative 
structures, thematic concerns, and the moral and psychological development of characters. The study draws 
on selected primary texts, including pre-independence novels such as Untouchable by Mulk Raj Anand and 
Kanthapura by Raja Rao, as well as post-independence narratives that continue to engage with Gandhian 
thought. These texts are analyzed to identify recurring thematic patterns, ethical concerns, and character 
traits that demonstrate the embodiment of Gandhian ideals in literary representation. The research involves 
close reading of narratives, focusing on plot development, characterization, dialogues, and symbolic devices, 
with attention to how these elements communicate principles of moral responsibility, non-violent action, 
and social reform. The study is situated within a theoretical framework that integrates postcolonial theory, 
to examine the negotiation of Indian identity and national consciousness; ethical and moral philosophy, to 
interpret character decisions and thematic resolution; and sociological perspectives, to contextualize issues 
such as caste, gender, rural-urban dynamics, and social justice. Secondary sources, including scholarly 
articles, critical essays, and monographs on Indian English literature and Gandhian philosophy, are used to 
support the analysis and provide comparative insights. The research focuses exclusively on English-language 
fiction and does not extend to regional language literature or historical-biographical studies of Gandhi. The 
methodology emphasizes interpretative and analytical procedures rather than empirical or quantitative 
approaches, aiming to explore how Gandhian philosophy shapes the ethical, thematic, and psychological 
dimensions of Indian English literature and remains a significant influence on the moral and cultural 
imagination of writers. 
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
 The literary output of Indian English writers has been profoundly shaped by the social, political, and 
moral ideas of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi’s philosophy, based on principles of truth (Satya), non-violence 
(Ahimsa), self-reliance (Swadeshi), simplicity, and moral courage, has not only influenced India’s freedom 
struggle but also left an enduring imprint on literary imagination. Despite widespread acknowledgment of 
this influence, there remains a need for focused scholarly investigation into how Gandhian ideals specifically 
inform the themes, narrative structures, and characterization in Indian English literature. While earlier 
research has addressed Gandhi’s role as a political and ethical figure, there is limited systematic study of 
how his philosophy shapes the moral and psychological dimensions of fictional characters, the ethical 
frameworks of narratives, and the treatment of social issues such as caste discrimination, communal 
harmony, rural upliftment, and national identity. Many works reference Gandhian thought indirectly, but 
there is a lack of comprehensive analysis tracing how these principles manifest in character behavior, moral 
dilemmas, and thematic resolution. Furthermore, while pre-independence literature has been explored for 
its engagement with Gandhian ideas, post-independence and contemporary Indian English texts that 
negotiate Gandhian philosophy in the context of modernization, urbanization, and globalization remain 
under-researched. The problem, therefore, lies in understanding the mechanisms through which Gandhian 
philosophy is embedded in literature, and how it continues to shape the representation of ethical 
consciousness, social responsibility, and moral development in Indian English fiction. This study addresses 
the gap by critically analyzing selected texts to explore the intersection of Gandhian ideals with literary 
themes and character construction, examining both continuity and transformation in the literary articulation 
of Gandhi’s moral and social vision. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 The exploration of Gandhian philosophy in Indian English literature reveals a deep engagement with 
ethical, social, and moral concerns, shaping both themes and character development. Gandhi’s principles of 
truth (Satya), non-violence (Ahimsa), self-reliance (Swadeshi), simplicity, and moral courage provide a 
framework within which writers interrogate social injustices, colonial oppression, and the dilemmas of 
modernity. In pre-independence novels such as Untouchable by Mulk Raj Anand, Gandhian ideals are central 
to the protagonist’s struggle for dignity and social recognition. Bakha, a young sweeper, embodies the 
conflict between systemic oppression and the pursuit of ethical selfhood, illustrating how literature channels 
Gandhian concern for human equality and moral awakening. Anand’s narrative emphasizes the 
transformative potential of truth and non-violence in challenging entrenched social hierarchies, thereby 
translating Gandhian philosophy into narrative form. Similarly, in Kanthapura by Raja Rao, the village 
becomes a microcosm for Gandhian activism. The characters, guided by moral discipline, engage in non-
violent resistance against colonial authority, reflecting Gandhi’s vision of ethical leadership and communal 
participation. Here, Gandhian thought shapes not only the theme of national liberation but also the 
psychological and ethical contours of characters, who are depicted as morally conscious agents capable of 
social change through principled action. The narrative demonstrates how Gandhian philosophy serves as a 
lens for interpreting collective identity, civic responsibility, and moral duty. 
 Post-independence and contemporary Indian English literature further extends this influence, often 
negotiating Gandhian ideals within the context of modernization, urbanization, and globalization. Writers 
explore the tensions between ethical self-discipline and material aspirations, highlighting moral dilemmas 
faced by characters in a rapidly transforming society. The portrayal of rural and urban spaces often 
underscores Gandhian values: villages and natural settings signify simplicity, ethical clarity, and cultural 
rootedness, whereas urban, industrialized spaces are associated with moral compromise, materialism, and 
alienation. This juxtaposition reflects a narrative strategy that situates Gandhian principles as a standard 
against which modern ethical challenges are measured. Characters influenced by Gandhian philosophy 
frequently engage in moral introspection, self-purification, and ethical decision-making, illustrating the 
internalization of his teachings. Protagonists confront personal ambitions, familial responsibilities, and 
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societal expectations, often prioritizing collective good over individual gain. Scholars note that this moral 
dimension is central to character construction, as it transforms individuals into ethical exemplars, 
emphasizing spiritual and psychological development alongside social engagement. The influence of 
Gandhian thought also extends to issues of social justice, particularly in addressing caste oppression, gender 
inequality, and communal harmony. Female characters, for example, are sometimes depicted negotiating 
Gandhian ideals in the context of patriarchal constraints, highlighting the intersection of ethical philosophy 
and gendered experience. Moreover, literary techniques such as symbolism, reflective monologues, and 
ethical allegory serve to foreground Gandhian principles, making moral consciousness a narrative driver. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 The study of Gandhian philosophy in Indian English literature reveals that Mahatma Gandhi writers 
across historical periods. Pre-independence novels such as Untouchable and Kanthapura illustrate how 
Gandhian ideals provide a moral framework through which social injustice, caste discrimination, and colonial 
oppression are critically examined. Characters in these works internalize ethical principles, navigating moral 
dilemmas and demonstrating social responsibility, thereby translating Gandhian thought into lived, narrative 
experience. In post-independence and contemporary literature, Gandhian influence persists, often reframed 
in response to urbanization, globalization, and modern socio-political challenges. Authors continue to 
engage with Gandhian themes to explore ethical consciousness, spiritual growth, and social commitment, 
while also interrogating the tensions between moral ideals and the demands of modern life. Literary 
techniques such as symbolism, allegory, and reflective characterization highlight the continuing relevance of 
Gandhian philosophy in shaping moral and psychological dimensions of narrative. 
 The analysis demonstrates that Gandhian philosophy functions not merely as historical or political 
background but as a living ethical framework that informs both thematic concerns and character 
development in Indian English literature. It encourages a nuanced exploration of human values, social 
justice, and individual responsibility, emphasizing the importance of moral integrity and ethical action. In 
conclusion, the enduring presence of Gandhian ideals in Indian English literature affirms their significance as 
a guiding influence on writers’ artistic vision, ethical imagination, and engagement with the social and 
cultural realities of India. 
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