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ABSTRACT

Agriculture tourism, or agri-tourism, has emerged as
a viable and sustainable form of rural development, offering
both economic opportunities for farmers and unique
experiential learning for visitors. In Maharashtra, a state with
diverse agro-climatic zones and rich cultural traditions,
agriculture tourism holds significant potential to bridge the
gap between urban and rural communities. This study
examines the growing need for agriculture tourism in
Maharashtra, highlighting its role in supplementing farmers’
incomes, promoting cultural heritage, and encouraging
sustainable agricultural practices. The research also
addresses the socio-economic benefits, including rural employment generation, infrastructure
development, and the preservation of indigenous farming methods. Furthermore, it identifies challenges
such as lack of awareness, inadequate infrastructure, and policy limitations, while proposing strategies to
enhance its growth. The findings suggest that agriculture tourism can become a crucial component of
rural economic diversification and a tool for sustainable development in Maharashtra if supported by
effective planning, policy, and community participation.

Agriculture tourism, commonly known as agri-tourism, is gaining prominence as an innovative
approach to promote rural development while providing supplementary income to farmers. Maharashtra,
with its diverse agricultural practices, scenic landscapes, and rich cultural traditions, offers vast potential
for the growth of this sector. This study explores the need for agriculture tourism in Maharashtra,
emphasizing its role in bridging the rural-urban divide, creating employment opportunities, and
preserving traditional farming knowledge.

KEYWORDS: Agriculture Tourism, Rural Development, Sustainable Farming, Maharashtra Tourism,
Farmer Income, Rural Employment, Cultural Heritage, Agri-Tourism Policy.

INTRODUCTION

Agriculture has long been the backbone of Maharashtra’s economy, employing a significant
portion of the state’s population and shaping its cultural identity. However, in recent decades, farmers
have faced multiple challenges such as fluctuating crop prices, rising production costs, unpredictable
climatic conditions, and limited market access. These issues have contributed to declining agricultural
incomes and increased economic uncertainty for rural communities. In this context, agriculture

Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world



NEED OF AGRICULTURE TOURISM IN MAHARASHTRA VOLUME - 14 | ISSUE - 11 | AUGUST - 2025

tourism—commonly referred to as agri-tourism—has emerged as a viable alternative source of income
and a means to revitalize rural livelihoods.

Agri-tourism refers to tourism activities that allow visitors, primarily from urban areas, to
experience agricultural life firsthand. These activities may include farm stays, crop harvesting, animal
husbandry, traditional cooking, handicrafts, and participation in local festivals. Maharashtra, with its
varied agro-climatic zones, fertile farmlands, scenic landscapes, and vibrant rural culture, is uniquely
positioned to develop and expand agriculture tourism. Destinations such as Baramati, Palghar, Satara,
and Nashik have already shown the potential of integrating farming with tourism, attracting both
domestic and international visitors.

The need for agriculture tourism in Maharashtra arises from multiple factors. Economically, it
helps diversify farmers’ income sources and reduces dependence on seasonal crops. Socially, it fosters
rural-urban interaction, cultural exchange, and community pride. Environmentally, it can promote
sustainable farming practices and encourage the preservation of traditional agricultural knowledge.
Additionally, agriculture tourism has the potential to create local employment, improve rural
infrastructure, and support small-scale entrepreneurs in allied sectors such as handicrafts, food
processing, and transport services. Despite its potential, agriculture tourism in Maharashtra is still in a
nascent stage. Challenges such as lack of awareness, inadequate infrastructure, limited marketing, and
insufficient policy support hinder its growth. Therefore, there is an urgent need to explore strategies for
promoting agriculture tourism as a sustainable rural development model in the state. This study aims to
examine the significance, opportunities, and challenges of agriculture tourism in Maharashtra and to
provide recommendations for its effective implementation.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
Aim:

To analyze the importance, potential, and challenges of agriculture tourism in Maharashtra, and
to identify strategies for its promotion as a sustainable rural development model.

Objectives:

1. To study the concept and scope of agriculture tourism in the context of Maharashtra’s rural economy.
2. To examine the socio-economic benefits of agriculture tourism for farmers and rural communities.

3. To identify the key geographical and cultural factors that enhance the potential for agri-tourism in
Maharashtra.

4. To analyze the challenges and barriers hindering the growth of agriculture tourism in the state.

5. To evaluate existing government policies and initiatives related to agri-tourism.

6. To suggest strategies for sustainable development and promotion of agriculture tourism through
community participation, infrastructure improvement, and effective marketing.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Conceptual foundations and typologies

Agriculture tourism sits within the broader field of rural tourism and is typically defined by
direct linkages to on-farm activities, degrees of tourist-farm interaction, and authenticity of the
experience. Phillip, Hunter, and Blackstock proposed a widely used typology that clarifies these
dimensions and helps differentiate “on-farm” offerings from general rural leisure products. Global
policy discourse situates agri-tourism as a lever for inclusive rural growth, emphasizing livelihood
diversification, community participation, and sustainability within rural destinations.

Empirical evidence from Maharashtra and India
Early Maharashtra-focused studies highlighted both scope and market interest. Kumbhar
(2010) documented opportunities for farmers to supplement incomes through agri-tourism, while
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subsequent work in Konkan examined tourist expectations, signaling demand for authentic farm
experiences and local culture. Case-based literature frequently references the Agri Tourism
Development Corporation model launched in Baramati, describing its demonstration effects and farmer
network expansion across Maharashtra. These accounts underscore institutional intermediation
(training, marketing, packaging) as a growth catalyst. Recent micro-economic assessments of individual
agri-tourism centers in the state report financial viability while also noting substantial upfront capital
for land and infrastructure—implications that matter for smallholders.

Benefits consistently reported

Across global and Indian studies, recurring benefits include income diversification, employment
generation market access for local produce/handicrafts, and cultural/heritage valorization. Policy-
oriented reports also highlight the role of agri-tourism in strengthening rural-urban linkages and
sustaining traditional knowledge when experiences remain farm-anchored and community-led.

Challenges and constraints

The literature equally flags constraints: infrastructure gaps limited professional marketing,
seasonality, and the risk of “de-agri-fication” which the typology literature cautions against.
Maharashtra case studies add issues of finance, capacity building, and standards for safety/quality.
Comparative studies across agro-climatic zones within Maharashtra to isolate geography-specific
success factors These gaps are suggested implicitly by typology work and explicitly by Maharashtra-
focused empirical studies calling for broader samples and time-series designs.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Agriculture has been the backbone of Maharashtra’s economy, employing a significant portion
of the state’s rural population. However, in recent decades, the sector has been facing multiple
challenges such as declining farm incomes, erratic climatic conditions, rising production costs, market
uncertainties, and rural-to-urban migration. These factors have resulted in increasing financial stress
among farmers and a gradual decline in youth interest in agriculture. At the same time, there has been a
growing trend of urban populations seeking rural experiences, nature-based recreation, and
educational exposure to agricultural practices. Agriculture tourism has emerged as a viable strategy to
bridge this gap—offering supplementary income to farmers, creating rural employment opportunities,
preserving cultural heritage, and promoting sustainable rural development.

Despite Maharashtra being a pioneer in organized agriculture tourism through initiatives such
as the Agri Tourism Development Corporation (ATDC), the sector still faces challenges in terms of
inadequate infrastructure, limited marketing reach, lack of skilled manpower, and low awareness
among potential tourists. Furthermore, policy support, investment incentives, and community
participation remain inconsistent across regions. Given Maharashtra’s diverse agro-climatic zones, rich
cultural heritage, and strategic location, there exists enormous untapped potential for agri-tourism.
However, without proper planning, awareness, and integration with the broader tourism sector, the
benefits of agri-tourism may remain underutilized. Therefore, the present study seeks to investigate
why agriculture tourism is needed in Maharashtra, assess its socio-economic importance, identify the
factors influencing its growth, and propose strategies for its sustainable development.

NEED OF THE STUDY

Agriculture remains the primary livelihood source for a large portion of Maharashtra’s rural
population, yet the sector is increasingly vulnerable due to fluctuating market prices, unpredictable
weather patterns, high input costs, and limited avenues for income diversification. These challenges
have resulted in reduced profitability, farmer distress, and in some cases, rural-to-urban migration.
Agriculture tourism offers a promising alternative by transforming traditional farms into income-
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generating tourist destinations. It not only provides supplementary income for farmers but also creates
employment opportunities for rural youth and women, enhances cultural exchange between urban and
rural communities, and encourages sustainable agricultural practices. Maharashtra, being
geographically diverse and culturally rich, has the potential to emerge as a leading agri-tourism
destination in India. Regions like Pune, Nashik, Satara, and the Konkan belt already showcase successful
models; however, their benefits have not yet been fully realized or uniformly spread across the state.

The need for this study arises from the following factors:

1. Economic necessity — To explore agri-tourism as a supplementary source of income for farmers
facing economic instability.

2. Rural development - To identify how agri-tourism can enhance rural infrastructure, education, and
living standards.

3. Cultural preservation - To document and promote traditional farming practices, food habits, and
rural art forms.

4. Tourism diversification - To reduce dependence on conventional tourism hotspots and develop
new rural-based attractions.

5. Sustainability - To promote eco-friendly practices that benefit both the farming community and the
environment.

Further Suggestions for Research

While this study focuses on the necessity, benefits, and challenges of agriculture tourism in
Maharashtra, the subject offers multiple avenues for further academic and policy-oriented research.
Future studies can explore the following areas:

1. Comparative Regional Analysis
Comparative studies between Maharashtra and other states such as Kerala, Punjab, or Himachal
Pradesh to identify best practices in agri-tourism development.

2. Economic Impact Assessment
Detailed cost-benefit analyses of agri-tourism projects to measure profitability and
sustainability over time.

3. Marketing and Branding Strategies
Research on innovative marketing methods, digital promotion, and brand-building to attract
domestic and international agri-tourists.

4. Tourist Behaviour Studies
Analysis of tourist motivations, preferences, and satisfaction levels to improve service design
and visitor experience.

5. Role of Women and Youth
Studies highlighting how agri-tourism can empower rural women and engage youth in
agricultural entrepreneurship.

6. Environmental and Sustainability Perspectives
Examination of eco-friendly practices in agri-tourism and their role in biodiversity conservation
and climate resilience.
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7. Policy Framework Evaluation
Critical evaluation of existing government policies, subsidies, and incentives for agri-tourism in
Maharashtra, along with recommendations for improvement.

8. Technology Integration
Research on the role of ICT (Information and Communication Technology), mobile apps, and
virtual tours in enhancing agri-tourism outreach.

SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS
Scope

This study focuses on understanding the necessity and potential of agriculture tourism (agri-
tourism) as a sustainable rural development strategy in Maharashtra. It examines the socio-economic
benefits, employment opportunities, cultural preservation, and diversification of income sources for
farmers through tourism-related activities. The research covers:
1. Geographical Coverage - Selected rural regions of Maharashtra known for agricultural diversity
and tourism potential, such as Pune, Nashik, Satara, Kolhapur, Aurangabad, and the Konkan region.
2. Stakeholder Analysis - Farmers, agri-tourism operators, tourists (domestic and international), local
communities, and government agencies.
3. Key Aspects Studied -

Limitations of the Study

1. Geographical Limitation - The research is confined to selected districts in Maharashtra and may
not represent the entire state or other regions in India.

2. Data Constraints - The findings rely on primary data from surveys and interviews, which may be
influenced by respondent bias or limited participation.

3. Dynamic Nature of Tourism - Tourism trends can change rapidly due to economic, social, or
environmental factors, which may affect the long-term relevance of the results.

4. Infrastructure and Policy Variations - Differences in local governance, infrastructure quality, and
policy support may cause variations in the success of agri-tourism across regions.

5. Time and Resource Constraints - Due to limited time and resources, an exhaustive analysis of all
potential agri-tourism destinations in Maharashtra was not possible.

Scope of the Study

The present study focuses on exploring the concept, relevance, and potential of agriculture tourism
(agri-tourism) as a viable tool for rural economic development in Maharashtra. The scope includes:

1. Geographical Focus - Covers selected regions of Maharashtra with strong agricultural bases and
tourism potential, including Pune, Nashik, Satara, Kolhapur, Aurangabad, and the Konkan belt.

2. Core Areas of Investigation - Assessment of socio-economic benefits of agri-tourism for farmers
and rural communities Evaluation of income diversification opportunities and reduction of farmer
dependence solely on crop yields.Study of cultural preservation through showcasing traditional farming
practices, rural cuisine, and folk art.Analysis of the role of agri-tourism in promoting environmental
awareness and eco-friendly farming.

3. Stakeholders Considered - Farmers, local communities, agri-tourism operators, government
agencies, and tourists (both domestic and international).

4. Policy and Institutional Aspects — Review of existing state policies, schemes, and incentives related
to agri-tourism development in Maharashtra.

5. Time Frame - The study is based on recent data and current practices, reflecting the present-day
scenario of agriculture tourism in the state.
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Hypothesis
1. Primary Hypothesis (H,): Agriculture tourism has a significant positive impact on the socio-
economic development of rural communities in Maharashtra by generating additional income, creating
employment opportunities, and promoting cultural preservation.
2. Null Hypothesis (Hp): Agriculture tourism does not have any significant impact on the socio-
economic development of rural communities in Maharashtra.
3. Supporting Assumptions: Tourists are willing to visit rural agricultural destinations if quality
infrastructure, hospitality, and promotional efforts are in place.

Farmers can successfully integrate tourism with traditional farming activities without adversely
affecting agricultural productivity. Government policies, incentives, and public-private partnerships
play a vital role in the growth of agriculture tourism.
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DISCUSSION

Agriculture tourism (agri-tourism) in Maharashtra has emerged as a promising concept that
bridges the gap between urban tourists seeking authentic rural experiences and farmers looking for
alternative sources of income. The study reveals that Maharashtra, with its diverse agricultural
practices, rich cultural heritage, and scenic landscapes, holds immense potential for developing agri-
tourism as a sustainable rural development model.One of the key findings is that agri-tourism provides
a dual benefit Economic Diversification for Farmers By hosting tourists, farmers can generate
supplementary income, reducing dependency on unpredictable crop yields and market fluctuations.
Cultural Preservation Agri-tourism activities such as farm visits, crop harvesting experiences,
traditional cooking demonstrations, and folk performances help preserve and promote rural heritage.

The research also highlights that the demand for experiential tourism is increasing, particularly
among urban families, students, and foreign visitors. These groups are not only interested in recreation
but also in understanding farming processes, organic agriculture, and eco-friendly living. However,
challenges remain. Limited infrastructure in rural areas, lack of professional marketing, seasonal
fluctuations, and inconsistent policy support can hinder growth. While the Government of Maharashtra
has introduced schemes and incentives for agri-tourism, awareness among farmers and tourists still
needs strengthening. A significant point discussed in the study is the role of public-private partnerships
(PPP) in enhancing the reach and quality of agri-tourism services. Collaborative efforts between
government bodies, private investors, and local communities can improve infrastructure, create
training programs for farmers, and develop targeted promotional campaigns.
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CONCLUSION

The study establishes that agriculture tourism holds substantial potential as a tool for rural
economic development in Maharashtra. By integrating tourism with farming activities, it not only
provides farmers with an additional and stable source of income but also helps reduce the risks
associated with agricultural dependence on seasonal yields and fluctuating markets. Agri-tourism
fosters cultural preservation by showcasing traditional farming methods, rural cuisine, folk arts, and
local lifestyles to urban and international visitors. It also promotes environmental awareness and
sustainable practices by encouraging organic farming, eco-friendly living, and conservation of natural
resources. The findings indicate that while Maharashtra has made notable progress in promoting
agriculture tourism through policy initiatives and pilot projects, there is still a need for stronger
infrastructure, better marketing strategies, farmer training, and greater public awareness. The active
participation of local communities, coupled with effective government support and public-private
partnerships, will be crucial for the sector’s sustainable growth. In conclusion, agriculture tourism in
Maharashtra is not merely a recreational concept but a viable development strategy that can strengthen
rural economies, generate employment, and enhance the socio-cultural fabric of the state. With proper
planning and long-term vision, it can evolve into a major contributor to Maharashtra's tourism
landscape and rural prosperity.
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