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ABSTRACT

This study critically examines the concepts of decolonization and postcolonialism within Indian
political thought, tracing how Indian intellectuals and leaders have engaged with colonial legacies and
sought to construct indigenous frameworks of governance, identity, and resistance. By analyzing the works of
key figures such as Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, and contemporary postcolonial
theorists, the research explores how Indian political discourse has navigated the tensions between Western
political models and culturally rooted alternatives. The study highlights the complex interplay between
political sovereignty, cultural autonomy, and epistemic decolonization, arguing that postcolonial Indian
thought is not merely a reaction to colonial rule but a dynamic project of redefining modernity on indigenous
terms. Through this critical analysis, the research contributes to broader discussions on postcolonial theory,
nationalism, and the ongoing struggle for intellectual and political self-determination in formerly colonized
societies.

KEYWORDS: Decolonization, Postcolonialism, Indian political thought, Indigenous modernity, Colonial legacy,
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INTRODUCTION

The experience of colonial rule has profoundly shaped the political, social, and intellectual
landscapes of India, leaving a legacy that continues to influence contemporary political thought.
Decolonization in the Indian context is not merely the formal end of British rule in 1947 but a complex,
ongoing process involving the reconfiguration of political sovereignty, cultural identity, and knowledge
production. Indian political thinkers have grappled with the challenge of dismantling colonial structures
while forging a modern polity that reflects indigenous values and aspirations. Postcolonialism, as a critical
framework, offers valuable tools for analyzing how colonial power relations persist in subtle forms through
cultural, political, and epistemic domains. Indian political thought, from / Challenges of Decolonization \
the writings of Mahatma Gandhi and B.R. Ambedkar to Jawaharlal Nehru Post-Colonial
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to the colonial encounter and its aftermath. By examining key intellectual contributions, the research
highlights the tensions and synergies between indigenous political ideas and global postcolonial discourse. In
doing so, it seeks to deepen our understanding of India’s unique path towards political and epistemic self-
determination.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
Aim:

To critically analyze the concepts of decolonization and postcolonialism within Indian political
thought, examining how key thinkers have responded to colonial legacies and contributed to the
reconstruction of political identity and sovereignty.

Objectives:

1. To explore the historical and intellectual context of decolonization in India and its impact on political
theory.

2. To analyze the contributions of major Indian political thinkers—such as Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar,
and Jawaharlal Nehru—to debates on colonialism, nationalism, and postcolonial identity.

3. To investigate how postcolonial theory has influenced contemporary interpretations of Indian political
thought.

4. To assess the tensions between Western political models and indigenous visions of modernity in
postcolonial India.

5. To contribute to broader scholarly discussions on decolonization, nationalism, and epistemic self-
determination in formerly colonized societies.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative, interpretative research methodology aimed at critically analyzing key
texts and intellectual contributions within Indian political thought concerning decolonization and
postcolonialism. Given the theoretical and conceptual nature of the topic, the research relies primarily on a
literature-based, documentary analysis approach.

Research Design

The study follows a descriptive and analytical design to systematically examine the writings and
speeches of seminal Indian thinkers such as Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar, and Jawaharlal Nehru,
alongside relevant postcolonial theorists. The research also reviews contemporary academic works that
engage with postcolonial theory and Indian political discourse.

Data Collection

Data consists of primary and secondary sources, including:

e Original writings, speeches, and letters of key Indian political figures.

e Scholarly books, journal articles, and critical essays on decolonization and postcolonialism in India.
e Theoretical texts from postcolonial scholars to contextualize and frame the analysis.

Data Analysis

A thematic content analysis will be employed to identify recurring motifs, contradictions, and
developments in political thought related to colonial legacies, nationalism, and epistemic autonomy. The
study will critically engage with these themes through the lens of postcolonial theory, emphasizing discourse
analysis to reveal underlying power dynamics and ideological shifts.
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Ethical Considerations

Since the study is based on publicly available texts and secondary literature, there are minimal
ethical concerns. Proper attribution and citation practices will be rigorously followed to respect intellectual
property rights.

Limitations

The study’s qualitative and interpretative nature may limit its generalizability but provides depth and
nuance in understanding complex theoretical issues. The focus on select thinkers may not capture the full
diversity of Indian political thought but aims to highlight influential perspectives within the decolonization
discourse.

DISCUSSION

The critical analysis of Indian political thought reveals that decolonization in India transcends the
mere transfer of political power from colonial rulers to indigenous leaders; it embodies a profound
intellectual and cultural project aimed at reclaiming sovereignty over identity, knowledge, and governance.
Thinkers like Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar, and Jawaharlal Nehru articulated distinct yet overlapping
visions of how India should navigate the postcolonial condition, reflecting tensions between tradition and
modernity, universalism and particularism. Gandhi’s emphasis on swaraj (self-rule) and indigenous economic
and social models challenged Western notions of progress and political organization, advocating for a
decolonization that was as much moral and spiritual as it was political. In contrast, Ambedkar foregrounded
the structural inequalities embedded in Indian society, urging a more radical break from caste hierarchies
and colonial legacies to realize true democratic equality. Nehru, meanwhile, sought to align India with global
modernist ideals, promoting secular nationalism and scientific progress as vehicles for postcolonial
development.

The postcolonial framework helps illuminate how these ideas interact with and contest Western
political paradigms, exposing the continued influence of colonial epistemologies in shaping political
discourse. This analysis underscores the complexities of epistemic decolonization, where reclaiming
knowledge is as critical as political independence. Contemporary postcolonial theorists further enrich this
dialogue by problematizing nationalist narratives and highlighting the multiplicity of voices and experiences
in postcolonial India. However, the tension between embracing modernity and preserving indigenous
identity remains a persistent challenge in Indian political thought. The study reveals that postcolonialism is
not a fixed endpoint but a dynamic, contested process involving continual negotiation of power, identity,
and representation. This highlights the ongoing relevance of Indian political thought to global postcolonial
debates, offering valuable insights into how formerly colonized societies can reimagine sovereignty beyond
colonial frameworks.

CONCLUSION

This study has critically examined the concepts of decolonization and postcolonialism within Indian
political thought, highlighting how key thinkers have grappled with the legacies of colonialism to envision
new forms of political sovereignty and cultural identity. The analysis reveals that Indian political discourse is
marked by a complex negotiation between indigenous values and Western modernity, reflecting diverse
strategies for achieving both political independence and epistemic autonomy. Figures like Gandhi,
Ambedkar, and Nehru illustrate varying but complementary approaches to decolonization, each contributing
to a multifaceted understanding of postcolonial identity and governance. The study underscores that
postcolonialism in India is not a singular narrative but an ongoing, contested process involving continuous
critique and redefinition of power structures. By situating Indian political thought within broader
postcolonial debates, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of how formerly colonized
societies engage with and challenge enduring colonial legacies. It calls for further scholarship to explore the

Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world



DECOLONIZATION AND POSTCOLONIALISM IN INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT..... VOLUME - 9 | ISSUE - 7 | APRIL- 2020

evolving dynamics of decolonization, particularly in the face of globalization and new forms of political and
cultural domination.
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