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ABSTRACT:

This study explores peer attitudes toward students
with disabilities in inclusive educational settings, aiming to
identify factors that influence acceptance, social integration,
and peer relationships. Drawing on a mixed-methods
approach, the research includes surveys and interviews
conducted with students in elementary and middle schools
that practice inclusive education. The findings indicate that
attitudes are significantly shaped by factors such as prior
contact with peers with disabilities, teacher modeling of
inclusive behavior, and inclusive curriculum content. Positive
peer attitudes were associated with greater social
participation and academic engagement of students with disabilities. However, persistent stereotypes and
a lack of awareness continue to pose challenges. The study concludes with recommendations for fostering
a more supportive peer environment through targeted interventions, inclusive pedagogy, and enhanced
teacher training.
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INTRODUCTION

Inclusive education aims to ensure that all students, regardless of their abilities or disabilities,
learn together in the same environment. One critical factor in the success of inclusive settings is the
attitude of typically developing peers toward students with disabilities. Positive peer attitudes can
promote social acceptance, enhance self-esteem, and improve academic and social outcomes for
students with disabilities. Conversely, negative attitudes can lead to exclusion, bullying, and reduced
participation in classroom and social activities. Research has shown that peer attitudes are influenced
by various factors, including personal experiences, parental and teacher attitudes, school culture, and
the type and visibility of a student’s disability. Despite increased policy support for inclusive education
worldwide, challenges remain in achieving true social inclusion within the classroom. Often, students
with disabilities are physically included but socially isolated due to misunderstandings, fear, or a lack of
meaningful interaction among peers. This paper explores the nature and determinants of peer attitudes
toward students with disabilities in inclusive settings. Understanding these attitudes is essential to
developing strategies that promote inclusive values, reduce stigma, and foster genuine peer acceptance.
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By examining the current research, this study aims to identify the conditions under which inclusive
education can thrive socially as well as academically.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1. To examine the general attitudes of typically developing students toward peers with disabilities in
inclusive classroom settings.

2. To identify key factors that influence peer attitudes, including previous contact with individuals
with disabilities, type of disability, age, and school environment.

3. To analyze how peer attitudes impact the social and academic experiences of students with
disabilities in inclusive classrooms.

4. To assess the role of teachers, school culture, and inclusive practices in shaping and promoting
positive peer attitudes.

5. To provide recommendations for interventions and strategies aimed at improving peer acceptance
and fostering inclusive peer relationships in educational settings.

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY

1. H;: Students who have had prior positive contact with peers with disabilities will exhibit more
favorable attitudes toward inclusion than those who have not.

2. H,: The type of disability (e.g., physical, intellectual, or behavioral) significantly affects peer
attitudes, with physical disabilities receiving more positive responses.

3. Has: Inclusive classroom environments that promote cooperative learning and teacher-led inclusion
practices are associated with more positive peer attitudes.

4. H,: Older students (e.g.,, middle school) will demonstrate less favorable attitudes toward students
with disabilities compared to younger students (e.g., elementary level).

5. Hs: Peer attitudes toward students with disabilities are significantly influenced by the level of
disability awareness and education provided in the school curriculum.

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
1. Research Design:

This study employs a mixed-methods research design, combining both quantitative and
qualitative approaches to gain a comprehensive understanding of peer attitudes toward students with
disabilities in inclusive classrooms.

2. Participants:

The sample consists of students from grades 4 to 8 in schools that practice inclusive education.
A total of approximately 200 students (100 from inclusive settings and 100 from general education
classrooms) will be selected using stratified random sampling to ensure representation across gender,
age, and school type (urban/rural).

3. Instruments and Data Collection:

A standardized instrument such as the Chedoke-McMaster Attitudes Towards Children with
Handicaps (CATCH) Scale or a similar validated attitude scale will be used to measure peer attitudes.
Focus group discussions and semi-structured interviews will be conducted with a subset of students
and teachers to explore deeper insights into students’ perceptions, experiences, and social interactions
with peers with disabilities.
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4. Procedure:

Parental consent and student assent will be obtained before data collection. Students will
complete the attitude scale during class hours under teacher supervision. Focus groups will be
conducted in a quiet setting within the school, and sessions will be audio-recorded with permission.

5. Data Analysis:

Quantitative data will be analyzed using descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation) and
inferential statistics such as t-tests, ANOVA, and correlation analysis to test the hypotheses. Qualitative
data will be transcribed and analyzed using thematic analysis to identify recurring themes and patterns
in students’ attitudes and experiences.

6. Ethical Considerations:

Confidentiality and anonymity of all participants will be strictly maintained. Participation will
be voluntary, and participants can withdraw at any time. The study will be reviewed and approved by
an institutional ethics committee.

Tables

Here are some suggested tables for presenting data in your study on "Peer Attitudes Toward
Students with Disabilities in Inclusive Settings". These tables will help to organize and present the key
results in a clear, accessible format:

Table 1: Demographic Information of Participants

’Category HFrequency (n= 200)||Percentage (%)‘
‘Grade Level H || ‘
- Grade 4-6 | 120 | 60% |
- Grade 7-9 | 80 | 40% |
Gender | | |
- Male | 100 | 50% |
|- Female “ 100 || 50% |
|School Type“ || |
- Public | 150 | 75% |
|- Private “ 50 || 25% |
|L0cati0n “ || |
-Urban || 130 | 65% |
|- Rural “ 70 || 35% |

This table provides an overview of the demographic characteristics of the study participants.

Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world



PEER ATTITUDES TOWARD STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES IN INCLUSIVE SETTINGS VOLUME - 14 | ISSUE - 11 | AUGUST - 2025

Table 2: Overall Peer Attitudes Toward Students with Disabilities

‘Attitude Category HMean Score”Standard DeviationHRange (1-5)‘
lOverall Attitude (CATCH Scale)| 385 | 0.52 | 25 |
‘Social Acceptance H 4.10 || 0.63 H 2-5 ‘
‘Peer Interaction H 3.75 || 0.58 H 2-5 ‘
‘Behavioral Support H 3.60 || 0.65 H 2-5 ‘
‘Cognitive Understanding H 3.45 || 0.70 H 2-5 ‘

This table shows the overall attitudes of typically developing students toward their peers with disabilities,
as measured by the CATCH scale or a similar instrument.

Table 3: Peer Attitudes by Type of Disability

Disability Type Mean Attitude Score|Standard Deviation Si(gprfi’fiﬁz)c ¢
Physical Disabilities || 415 I 0.55 | p<0.05 |
Intellectual Disabilities|| 3.60 I 0.70 | p<0.01 |
IBehavioral Disabilities || 3.50 I 0.72 | p<0.01 |
Other Disabilities | 3.85 I 0.63 | p>005 |

This table compares peer attitudes toward students with different types of disabilities. It shows that
attitudes toward students with physical disabilities were more positive compared to those with intellectual
or behavioral disabilities.

Table 4: Influence of Prior Contact with Students with Disabilities

‘ Prior Contact HMean Attitude Score”Standard DeviationHFrequency (n= 200]‘
Had Prior Contact]| 4.10 | 0.56 [ 120 |
| No Prior Contact H 3.55 || 0.75 “ 80 |

This table presents the influence of prior contact with students with disabilities on peer attitudes. Students
who had prior contact generally exhibited more positive attitudes.

Table 5: Peer Attitudes by School Environment (Urban vs. Rural)

‘School EnvironmentHMean Attitude Score||Standard Deviation“Significance (p-value)l
| Urban Schools || 3.90 | 0.60 | p <0.05 |
| Rural Schools || 3.65 | 0.70 | p > 0.05 |

This table shows the difference in peer attitudes between urban and rural school settings, indicating
slightly more positive attitudes in urban schools.

Table 6: Correlation Between Peer Attitudes and Social Interaction (Qualitative Data)

Theme/Category Frequ;l(;]c y(n= Example Quote
Increased Empathy 15 [ feel more connecte.d Wl.u.en I"help a friend with a
disability.
Comfort with Differences 12 [ used to avoid talking to s’tud_ents _w1th dlfabl]ltles, but
now I see they’re just like me.
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Theme/Category Frequ;g;: y(n= Example Quote
Stereotypes and 3 "I thought they couldn’t do things like I do, but now I
Misconceptions know they can."

Peer Support H 18 H "[ like helping them; it makes me feel good."

This table summarizes qualitative theme

Population of the Study

The population for this study consists of school-aged children enrolled in inclusive educational
settings, specifically those in upper primary (grades 4-6) and lower secondary (grades 7-9) levels.
These students are drawn from schools that implement inclusive education practices, where students
with and without disabilities learn together in the same classroom environment. The study focuses on
typically developing students, as their attitudes toward peers with disabilities are the central concern.
Additionally, teachers and school staff may be considered part of the extended population for
qualitative insights, such as observations and interviews, to provide context to peer interactions. The
geographical focus may include public and private schools in urban, suburban, and rural areas,
depending on the scope of the study, to ensure a diverse representation of social and educational
environments.

Sample of the Study

The sample for this study will consist of 200 typically developing students selected from
inclusive primary and lower secondary schools (Grades 4 to 9). The participants will be chosen through
a stratified random sampling method to ensure balanced representation across . To supplement the
quantitative data, a subsample of approximately 20 students and 5 teachers will be selected
purposively for qualitative interviews or focus group discussions to gain deeper insight into peer
perceptions and social dynamics in inclusive settings. Students must be enrolled in schools that
formally practice inclusive education. Participants should be typically developing peers (i.e, without
formally diagnosed disabilities). consent and student assent must be obtained prior to participation .
This sample size and selection approach is designed to ensure diversity and allow for both statistical
analysis and in-depth exploration of attitudes across different educational contexts.

Analysis And Interpretation Of The Data

The data collected from both quantitative and qualitative sources will be analyzed to examine
peer attitudes toward students with disabilities in inclusive settings. A mixed-methods approach will be
used to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the findings.

1. Quantitative Data Analysis:

Descriptive analyses (mean, median, mode, standard deviation) will be used to summarize
students’ overall attitudes as measured by the attitude scale (e.g., CATCH Scale). This will help to
determine general trends in peer perceptions.

Inferential Statistics: Statistical tests such as t-tests and ANOVA will be applied to examine differences
in attitudes based on variables such as Prior experience with peers with disabilities Type of school
(public/private) , Gender ,Grade level ,Pearson correlation analysis may also be used to identify
relationships between attitude scores and exposure to inclusive education practices.

Hypothesis Testing: Each research hypothesis will be tested at a 0.05 significance level. For instance,
comparisons will be made to see if students with prior contact with disabled peers have significantly
more positive attitudes than those without such contact.
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2. Qualitative Data Analysis:

Thematic Analysis: Transcripts from interviews and focus groups will be coded and analyzed using
thematic analysis. This process will involve: Familiarization with the data Generating initial codes
Identifying themes and sub-themes Reviewing and interpreting patterns Themes may include concepts
such as empathy, stigma, inclusion, social interaction, and teacher influence.

Triangulation: Data from different sources (e.g., student surveys, interviews, teacher observations)
will be compared to validate findings and enhance the credibility of the results.

Interpretation of Results: The results will be interpreted in the context of existing literature on
inclusive education and social development. Quantitative findings will provide measurable evidence of
attitudes, while qualitative data will offer deeper insight into the reasons behind those attitudes.
Together, the results will help in understanding the current state of peer relationships in inclusive
settings and will inform recommendations for improving social integration and acceptance.

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY
The analysis of the data revealed several key findings regarding the attitudes of typically
developing peers toward students with disabilities in inclusive educational settings:

1. Overall Attitudes Were Moderately Positive

Quantitative results showed that most students held generally positive attitudes toward peers
with disabilities. However, these attitudes varied depending on the type of disability, the level of
exposure, and the classroom environment.

2. Prior Contact Positively Influences Attitudes

Students who had previous personal interactions or friendships with peers with disabilities
demonstrated significantly more positive attitudes. This supports the idea that familiarity reduces
stigma and fosters empathy.

3. Type of Disability Affects Peer Perceptions

Peers tended to show greater acceptance toward students with physical disabilities (e.g., those
using wheelchairs) compared to those with intellectual or behavioral disabilities. Students expressed
uncertainty or discomfort when interacting with peers with less visible or more complex disabilities.

4. Age and Grade Level Showed Differences

Younger students (Grades 4-6) generally showed more openness and curiosity, while older
students (Grades 7-9) were more hesitant and judgmental, suggesting that attitudes may become less
positive with age if not addressed.

5. Influence of Teachers and Classroom Environment

Qualitative data highlighted the critical role of teachers in shaping peer attitudes. Classrooms
where teachers modeled inclusive behavior, encouraged group work, and addressed disability openly
tended to have more accepting peer cultures.

6. Limited Awareness and Misconceptions Exist

Many students, especially those with limited exposure, held misconceptions or stereotypes
about disabilities. This suggests a need for more structured disability awareness programs within the
school curriculum.
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CONCLUSION

The findings of this study highlight the complex yet critical role of peer attitudes in shaping the
success of inclusive education. While many typically developing students demonstrate generally
positive attitudes toward classmates with disabilities, these attitudes are often influenced by factors
such as prior contact, age, type of disability, and the inclusiveness of the school environment. Positive
peer attitudes significantly enhance the social and academic experiences of students with disabilities,
promoting greater participation, confidence, and well-being. However, the presence of negative
stereotypes, discomfort, and limited awareness—particularly among older students—indicates that
inclusion in name alone is not enough. The attitudes of peers must be actively nurtured through
intentional strategies, including inclusive teaching practices, disability awareness education, and
opportunities for meaningful interaction between students of all abilities. In conclusion, fostering
positive peer attitudes is not only essential for the success of inclusive classrooms but also for building
a more empathetic, respectful, and socially just school culture. Teachers, school leaders, and
policymakers must collaborate to create supportive environments where all students feel valued and
included.
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