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I. INTRODUCTION 

Public libraries in India are important for more than 
just holding books; they are crucial community hubs that 
help with literacy, culture, and continuous education. But 
there are big worries about how to keep these libraries 
financially strong, especially since government support 
usually does not cover the rising needs of today’s society. 
This study looks into other ways for public libraries in India 
to get money to improve their services and outreach 
activities. By examining different funding options like 
community collaborations, private gifts, and grants, this 
research aims to present a detailed picture of workable financial strategies. In the end, this research 
shows the need for creative funding ideas that allow public libraries to continue their important work 
despite money issues, making sure they stay significant in a fast-changing information world. 

 
A. Overview of public libraries in India 

Public libraries in India are important places for promoting reading and access to information 
for many people. They are based on the National Policy on Library and Information Systems and aim to 
improve education and culture. However, they often face problems with not enough money and 
resources. Local, state, and central governments have given limited financial help over the years, forcing 
libraries to look for other funding options. Programs that involve the community, partnerships with 
schools, and sharing digital resources have come up as ways to deal with money issues. In addition, 
working together with non-governmental organizations has helped libraries reach more people and get 
more resources (Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management in Education). Even with these 
attempts, many obstacles still exist, highlighting the need for further study on sustainable funding 
methods that can help public libraries grow and modernize in India (Pitman et al.). 

 
B. Importance of funding for library services 

Library services need enough money to keep going and to try new outreach programs. In India, 
public libraries often struggle because of not having enough funds, which leads to worse services and 
less user involvement. This limits libraries from being effective community centers for learning and 
information. Open Educational Resources (OER) show how important it is to fund library infrastructure 
so that libraries can support knowledge sharing and learning for different groups of people ((Institute 
for the Study of Knowledge Management in Education)). Also, to change library services for researchers 
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and learners, there must be a financial investment to create a variety of resources and digital tools 
((Pitman et al.)). Therefore, finding more funding is very important for public libraries to serve their 
communities well and maintain their important role in society. 

 
C. Current funding sources and their limitations 

Public libraries in India mostly depend on government money, which is usually not enough 
because of budget limits and other spending priorities. This dependence on state funding constrains 
libraries’ ability to innovate and grow, leading to old collections and poor facilities. Additionally, other 
funding sources like grants and donations are unpredictable, causing more problems in financial 
planning. The project mentioned in (Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management in Education) 
shows how sharing educational resources can improve availability of materials, but these open-access 
models are not fully adopted in Indian libraries. Also, working together among libraries, as pointed out 
in (Wu et al.), can help ease funding issues by combining resources and sharing digital materials. 
Nonetheless, issues with cooperation among institutions—such as aligning goals and managing shared 
resources—create big obstacles to making the best use of funding. Therefore, looking into different 
funding methods is crucial for the continued success of public libraries. 

 
D. Purpose and scope of the study 

This study aims to find and look at different ways to fund public libraries in India, focusing on 
the financial problems these libraries are dealing with. Traditional funding methods often do not meet 
needs, so it is important to think of new ways to improve library resources and services. The research 
includes a thorough look at different funding options, like public-private partnerships, grants from 
NGOs, and fundraising efforts from the community. By studying successful examples, such as those 
reported by the Institute for Knowledge Management in Education (ISKME) about open educational 
resources, this study wants to suggest actionable strategies suited for India, supporting library growth. 
In the end, the findings seek to help libraries in India improve their services and increase their presence 
in local areas, reflecting ideas from both (Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management in 
Education) and (Pitman et al.). 

 
II. GOVERNMENT FUNDING MECHANISMS 

Government funding systems are very important for keeping public libraries in India going and 
growing, as money available can affect how well services are provided. Different money-related 
policies, like grants and subsidies, aim to improve library services and widen access to information. For 
example, broadband policies show that the government is working to boost digital skills and make 
resources easier to get, benefiting library programs (Dass et al.). Additionally, using funding models 
based on successful ideas from other countries can help solve local issues and improve how resources 
are used (Pitman et al.). By using government money wisely, public libraries can offer more services 
and adapt to the changing needs of their communities. Therefore, knowing how this funding systems 
work is key to creating a strong plan that supports the ongoing purpose of public libraries in India. 

 
A. Central and state government allocations 

Allocations from both central and state governments are very important for how public libraries 
in India get funded. These libraries depend a lot on money from the government to keep running and to 
offer more services. Even though libraries are known to be crucial for promoting literacy and lifelong 
learning, their funding is often unstable, leading to not enough resources. For example, studies show 
that a large part of the education funds goes to paying salaries and benefits, which leaves very little for 
improving library operations ((A. I. Odebiyi et al.)). In places like Karnataka, research has shown that 
the differences between rural and urban areas can greatly affect how well library services work, 
indicating a need for specific government actions to fill these gaps ((Asundi et al.)). Hence, it is 
important for policymakers to review budget allocations to make sure libraries get enough funding, so 
they can better support different communities and adapt to changing informational needs. 
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B. Grants and subsidies for library development 
Public libraries in India are getting more of their money from grants and subsidies, which are 

important for their growth and survival. These funds, usually from government and non-government 
groups, meet different needs of the libraries, like improving collections, upgrading facilities, and serving 
communities that lack resources. The relationship between local government ideas, local money, and 
funding sources greatly affects how well libraries operate, as shown in several studies (De Witte et al.). 
These grants help reduce financial stress and encourage fair access to information, creating a better-
informed public. But, the complicated nature of funding can create differences between libraries, 
especially if some groups are not receiving enough funds (Edy Priyono et al.). Therefore, it is crucial to 
have a planned method for getting and using grants and subsidies for the advancement and 
development of public libraries in India. 

 
C. Role of local government in library funding 

Local government plays a key role in funding libraries, which is crucial for the growth and 
running of public libraries in India. Local authorities mainly decide how to distribute budget funds, 
affecting what resources are available for library services and community activities. Research shows 
that financial support from local government helps meet the essential needs of libraries and enables the 
development of services that serve the varied needs of the community, like access to digital tools and 
educational activities (Pitman et al.). Also, by promoting teamwork among libraries through shared 
collection projects and digitization efforts, local governments can increase the effectiveness of their 
funding. This teamwork can reduce resource overlap and boost community involvement, leading to 
wider access to information and the preservation of cultural heritage for future generations (Wu et al.). 

 
D. Challenges in accessing government funds 

Dealing with accessing government money is a big problem for public libraries in India, affecting 
how they operate and grow their services. Bureaucratic issues, such as complex application procedures 
and strict eligibility requirements, often stop library staff from getting the financial help they need. 
Additionally, the uneven flow of government funding makes things worse, creating inequalities between 
regions and making it hard for libraries in less served areas to compete for funds. These issues are 
made worse by a general lack of knowledge about funding opportunities, which limits the chance for 
new programs to be developed. To tackle these problems, it is essential for involved parties to simplify 
funding processes and focus on improving libraries’ abilities to apply for grants. These steps will help 
support larger goals to strengthen public services, allowing libraries to better fulfill their vital role in 
community growth and knowledge sharing ((Pitman et al.); (Dass et al.)). 

 
III. PRIVATE SECTOR CONTRIBUTIONS 

The private sector is important for improving the financial situation for public libraries in India. 
This is mainly done through sponsorships, donations, and partnerships. These contributions can help 
boost government funding, which often does not meet the growing needs of library services. For 
example, companies might pay for digital resources, increasing access to technology for those who need 
it the most. Also, when libraries work with private organizations, they can create new programs and 
outreach efforts. However, relying on private money raises issues about fairness and how resources are 
allocated, similar to problems seen in other countries like Indonesia, where parental financial support 
greatly affects the quality of education ((Edy Priyono et al.)). Therefore, while private sector support 
can enhance library resources, it is important to ensure fair access and sustainable funding practices. 

 
A. Corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives 

The area of corporate social responsibility (CSR) actions has changed a lot, especially when it 
comes to funding public libraries in India. By taking on CSR, businesses can help improve education and 
access to information, which fits with their larger social duties. Many companies now see their support 
for community development as not just charity but as strategic investments that improve their public 
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image and build long-term ties with stakeholders. This connection is highlighted in talks at events like 
the 14th International Conference on CSR, where the importance of businesses addressing social issues, 
including those related to public libraries, is stressed ((Coulson-Thomas et al.)). By looking at corporate 
involvement in a broader way, companies can assist in keeping libraries as essential community 
resources, filling funding gaps and improving literacy and education across different populations in 
India ((Resource Alliance)). 

 
B. Partnerships with private organizations 

Partnerships with private groups become important for improving funding chances for public 
libraries in India, allowing these libraries to grow their resources and services. Working with 
businesses can often create new funding methods that not only increase financial help but also improve 
how libraries operate. These partnerships can lead to joint funding opportunities and help libraries gain 
more visibility in their communities, attracting more visitors and supporters. Additionally, as seen in 
successful partnerships in other areas, like medical libraries working with community groups, public 
libraries can use these collaborations to gain more recognition and connect with key decision-makers 
(Gall et al.). By forming strategic partnerships, libraries can also share resources and manage 
knowledge similarly to Open Educational Resources (OER), supporting sustainability and improving 
educational outcomes (Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management in Education). These 
collaborations help redefine libraries as not just places for information, but as active community 
centers. 

 
C. Fundraising events and campaigns 

Fundraising events and campaigns are important ways to boost money for public libraries in 
India, especially since budgets are tight and community needs are changing. These efforts help get the 
community involved and raise awareness about the valuable resources that libraries provide. For 
example, big cultural groups in places like southeastern Pennsylvania have shown that focused 
fundraising efforts can greatly increase attendance and donations, especially during tough economic 
times (cite25). These programs help libraries not just to survive but also to grow their services, which is 
essential when government funding is low. Furthermore, being able to adjust to the economic 
situation—like how arts and cultural organizations do—applies to libraries looking for new ways to 
earn money (cite26). Therefore, good fundraising strategies can strengthen the sustainability and 
influence of public libraries in India. 

 
D. Impact of private funding on library services 

Putting private money into library services can change how resources are used and how 
programs are created, especially for public libraries in India. This kind of funding lets libraries do more 
than just the usual things, encouraging new ideas in how they serve people and get communities 
involved. For example, when charities help with educational projects, libraries can get important 
resources to create special programs that match what communities need (Kent Klindera et al.). Also, the 
changing world of giving shows that libraries must build smart partnerships with private donors, 
helping them adjust to what society needs (Horvath et al.). In the end, while private money can help 
solve financial issues, it's crucial for public libraries to stay dedicated to fair service delivery, making 
sure that the advantages of this funding reach a wide range of people in their communities. 

 
IV. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND CROWDFUNDING 

Community involvement and crowdfunding have become important ways to boost the financial 
health of public libraries in India. By creating a feeling of ownership and engagement, local 
communities can support their libraries, helping to fill the funding gaps that often arise from limited 
government budgets. Crowdfunding platforms allow these community members to directly donate to 
particular projects, like buying new books or updating reading areas. This method not only strengthens 
the bond between users and the library but also fits with changing trends in philanthropy that highlight 
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the need for active community engagement in funding efforts (Horvath et al.). Since public libraries are 
key information centers, using community support through crowdfunding can greatly influence their 
survival and development. As philanthropy evolves, combining these funding efforts will be vital for the 
ongoing importance and accessibility of libraries in the digital era ('Springer Science and Business 
Media LLC'). 

 
A. Role of community support in library funding 

Community support's role in funding libraries is very important, especially for public libraries 
in India. It helps local people feel a sense of ownership and responsibility. When communities get 
involved, they not only provide financial help but also promote volunteer work and shared resources, 
which broadens the library's influence and effectiveness. Activities like fundraising events and local 
partnerships become key sources of income, showing how community involvement can enhance public 
funding and build lasting financial support systems. Additionally, successful open educational resources 
(OER) projects show that community-led initiatives improve the creation and sharing of important 
educational materials, leading to increased use and backing of libraries (Institute for the Study of 
Knowledge Management in Education). These efforts highlight larger strategic plans that aim to turn 
community resources into effective support networks for libraries, emphasizing that strong community 
ties are vital for the ongoing success of public libraries in India (at Virginia Commonwealth University 
et al.). 

 
B. Crowdfunding platforms and their effectiveness 

In the last few years, crowdfunding platforms have become a good option for getting money, 
especially for public libraries in India that usually have tight budgets. These platforms let libraries 
connect with their users and communities, using shared donations to keep running and grow programs. 
Crowdfunding works well because it can involve many people, creating a feeling of ownership and 
shared duty toward library projects. Research shows that using social media and digital networks can 
improve visibility and boost involvement, making a lively environment for fundraising. As charitable 
giving changes, it is important to understand how crowdfunding fits in with traditional funding sources 
to make better use of resources. By looking at current patterns in global giving, it is clear that adding 
crowdfunding to current funding methods can really improve the sustainability and reach of public 
libraries in India, helping to meet both financial issues and community needs (Horvath et al.). 

 
C. Volunteer programs and their financial implications 

Volunteer programs are important for public libraries in India, providing help in operations and 
money implications. By getting community members involved, libraries can add to their workforce 
without the usual costs of hiring staff, which allows them to use limited funds for key services and 
programs. Also, these programs can boost the libraries’ ability to innovate with new ideas and 
initiatives that meet the varied needs of the community. As shown in best practices, including those in 
collections about arts and culture, libraries can use volunteer work to connect with marginalized 
groups, thus broadening their services without high costs ((Brian Miller et al.)). This not only helps 
inclusivity but can also draw in extra funding from government and private groups that want to back 
community programs ((Anita Rocha et al.)). Therefore, volunteerism is a smart way to maximize 
financial resources for public library projects. 

 
D. Case studies of successful community-funded libraries 

Community-funded libraries are good examples of different ways to get money for public 
libraries, especially in places like India that are developing. These libraries usually come from local 
efforts, showing how communities can get involved to improve reading and access to information. For 
example, research has shown that neighborhoods gather resources to create libraries that meet their 
specific needs and cultural backgrounds. Such projects improve library services and also build 
community connections and involvement in civic life. Additionally, these libraries work with schools 



 

 

A STUDY OF ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF FUNDING FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN INDIA……          Volume - 14 | Issue - 4 | January - 2025 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world 

6 
 

 

and non-profit groups to develop lasting funding sources and share effective methods. International 
studies, such as those by the Institute for Knowledge Management in Education, show how successful 
community-funded efforts blend tradition with new ideas in library growth ((Institute for the Study of 
Knowledge Management in Education)). Therefore, looking at these models can really help in 
developing strategies to get more varied funding for public libraries in India, increasing their positive 
effects on society. 

 
V. CONCLUSION 

In summary, looking for more funding for public libraries in India shows the need for new 
methods that improve resource availability and access. Since the usual way of funding libraries has 
problems, new options like public-private partnerships, community initiatives, and shared digital 
collections are good choices. The concept of national digital collections can help provide shared access 
to resources, which expands library reach while reducing waste and costs in managing collections (Wu 
et al.). Additionally, dealing with obstacles to research access points out the need for better ways to find 
information, stressing that both libraries and those involved must adjust to changing interests in digital 
content (Missingham et al.). In the end, building a strong support and funding network will not only 
keep public libraries going but also make sure they stay important centers of knowledge and 
community interaction throughout India. 

 
A. Summary of findings 

The study's findings show a complex situation concerning extra funding for public libraries in 
India, marking both difficulties and chances. One main point is the growing dependence on open 
educational resources (OER), which not only broaden content but also encourage knowledge-sharing on 
different platforms ((Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management in Education)). Using these 
resources helps adjust library services to meet community needs, which boosts user involvement and 
backing. Furthermore, collaborations with local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and corporate 
social responsibility programs have become practical funding options, supporting libraries' sustainable 
growth. Still, the research points out that broad awareness and successful use of these funding sources 
are crucial. Therefore, the study highlights the need for libraries to adopt creative funding methods 
while pushing for policy changes that foster enduring financial structures ((Special Libraries 
Association)). This comprehensive strategy can greatly improve the capabilities and reach of public 
libraries throughout India. 

 
B. Recommendations for enhancing funding sources 

To improve funding sources for public libraries in India, it is important to take a varied 
approach that works with both government and non-government organizations. First, libraries ought to 
look for partnerships with local governments and also with international donors, based on successful 
funding methods seen in other places like Ethiopia, which effectively use local public finance systems 
and global help to grow their infrastructure (cite43). Additionally, it is vital to engage with the 
community; knowing what users want and need can greatly shape funding efforts. From the DiSCmap 
project, libraries can prioritize funding based on identified needs and how resources are used to ensure 
that digitization and growth meet community standards (cite44). By promoting collaboration among 
stakeholders and focusing on specific funding opportunities, public libraries in India can create a lasting 
financial model that addresses the changing needs of their users. 

 
C. Future research directions 

Public libraries in India are looking for new ways to fund themselves, so future research should 
look at working together with schools, universities, and local businesses. These partnerships could help 
share resources and get the community involved, which would support library projects. Also, research 
needs to check out funding methods that have worked well in other countries to find similar practices 
that might work in India (Pitman et al.). Looking into how digital platforms can make library programs 
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more visible and accessible could also help in finding different ways to earn money (Missingham et al.). 
Moreover, studying what users think and value about library services will give important information 
for planning fundraising efforts. In conclusion, a strategy that includes many different groups will be 
crucial for creating long-term funding plans that help public libraries succeed in a more digital and 
competitive world. 

 
D. Final thoughts on the sustainability of public libraries in India 

In closing, the sustainability of public libraries in India needs a mixed approach that goes 
beyond regular funding options. Government backing is important, but it often does not meet the 
various needs of these community centers. Looking into other funding sources like public-private 
partnerships, community projects, and crowd-funding efforts can help libraries improve their financial 
health and service quality. Also, building a strong advocacy group can raise public awareness about the 
important roles libraries have in education, social fairness, and cultural upkeep. Working with local 
businesses and charitable organizations can strengthen libraries' resources and outreach. In the end, 
working together to create new funding methods is not just about keeping library services going but 
also shows their crucial role in developing informed and empowered communities in India. This kind of 
all-around strategy is key to closing current gaps and promoting a lasting future for public libraries. 
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