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ABSTRACT

A rebellious attitude, radical thinking, progressive mind,
and a daring voice to speak on the taboos, is what makes Ismat
Chughtai a writer of unforgettable repute and caliber who carved
a niche for herself in the Urdu world of literature. Chughtai was
one of the foremost writers of the Progressive Writers Association
(PWA) which was formed to address unprecedented and ignored
issues and problems. Chughtai introduced the urban middle-class
Muslim society and culture into mainstream Urdu literature. This
paper focuses on the events, influences, convictions, and beliefs
that have gone into the making of Ismat Chughtai artistic
sensibility. Her work is the reflection of her beliefs, and her writing especially her short fiction has
put many women’s issues at the center of discussion for people to understand and thrash out
which were not discussed in the past and had been ignored. Her own struggles, turmoil, problems
and issues on the personal level have come under scrutiny and have been analyzed in order to
understand her writings better as her fiction and personal life are inextricably linked and are
inseparable from each other. Some biographical incidents which have facilitated her in becoming an
ardent feminist and realist in her approach and writing have also been examined to have a
comprehensive understanding of her world.

Ismat Chughtai in the world of Urdu literature reigned supreme and made her presence felt
in it with her bold, frank, and witty style. Avowedly associated with Progressive movement, she
played a pivotal role in the development of Urdu short story by portraying the existing clashes of
her time in the middle-class Muslim contemporary society. In the early decades of twentieth
century when women were behind the “purdah” and it was unconventional writing of woman and
about the woman as they were marginalized and never deemed important enough to be talked
about, she emerged as a staunchly feminist writer. She unreservedly lashed out patriarchal ways of
subjugating and suppressing women in her writing, especially in the world created in her stories.
Her many short stories and novels have been translated into English, placing her as a writer of
international recognition.
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