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ABSTRACT 

Human life has got two aspects the biological and sociological. Through education, he 
learns new ideas of life. Education is difficult term. Many thinker give different definitions of 
education. 
 As interpreted by various educational thinkers, we can classify them into formal, non-
formal, active passive, commercial non commercial agencies of education. 
 We can discuss some of the important agencies and their function for education. Home is 
the first informal center of education. The child-learn from family love and affection, adjustment, 
obedience, co operation and sympathy. The community teaches vocational, moral, intellectual, 
religious development. Community-establish good schools and coordinating various agencies. 
School is also one of informal medium of education. State establishment and organisation of 
education. It is necessary to control on educational agency. State make primary education 
compulsory. It is helpful to school economically. Some religious institutions are work for 
character, cultural, spiritual social development. Religious erect a holy behaviour in man. So we 
discuss about some informal agencies of education. 
 We can say that informal education is not pre planed, it is incidental. The child gets own 
experiences from life so informal education is life long process and it built a hall man. 
 
Key Words: biological and sociological , various educational thinkers. 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 Human life which is the best creation of God, has got two aspects, the biological and 
sociological. Biological aspect is found in plant and animal, but sociological aspect found in 
human life alone. Through education, he tries to seek new ideas and new ways of life. Education 
is one of the life process. Now the question arises, 'what is education?'. It is very difficult term. 
Different philosophers, educationists, thinkers, political, merchants, artisans will give widely 
different definitions of education according to their own outlook of life. 
 
2.0 TYPES OF EDUCATION  
 If we study the meaning of education, as interpreted by various educational thinkers, we 
can classify them into following agencies of education ; 
 



Review Of  Research  
Volume-2, Issue- 7 , April -2013   
ISSN : 2249-894X                    Available online at www. lbp.world 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
    

 
 

2 
 

Classification of agencies of education 
              (Brown) 
 
 
 
 � Formal � Active agencies � Formal 
 � Non-formal � Passive agencies � Informal 
      � Commercial 
      �Non-commercial 
 
3.0 AGENCIES AND THEIR FUNCTION FOR EDUCATION  
 We now discuss in detail, some of the important agencies of education: 
 

TABLE - 1 
Important Agencies and their Functions 

No. Agencies Educational functions 
1. Family (Home)  First informal center of education 

 Education of love and affection 
 Education of selflessness, tolerance, adjustment, obedience, co-

operation and sympathy. 
 Development of physical, emotional, language, character, social 

virtues 
 Transmission of culture 

2. Community  Development (vocational) 
 Intellectual development 
 Moral development 
 Religious development 

 Establishment of good school 
 Provision of adult education 

 Co-ordinating various agencies 
3. School  Conservative functions of school :  

 (According to Nunn) 
 Education of National History 
 Education of National tradition art and culture 
 Education of knowledge and science 
 Transmission of culture 

 Progressive functions of school 
 Neutral functions of school 
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 Revolutionary functions school 
 Fundamental functions schools 

4. State  Establishment and organization of education 
 Necessary control on school educational agency 
 Making primary educational compulsory 
 Determination of educational aims 
 Provision of teachers training  
 Provision of education for National Defence 
 Training for good citizenship 
 Arrangement for vocational and technical education 
 Organising seminars and work shops 
 Economic help 

5. Religious 
institutions 

 Character development 
 Cultural development 
 Spiritual and social development  
 Some of the holy behaviour create in man 

 
4.0 IMPORTANT OF INFORMAL EDUCATION  
 After discussing the role of agencies in education, we discuss about important of informal 
education : 
 It is not preplanned. 
 It is quite incidental. 
 The child gets while moving and living in the community, with other persons. 
 The child picks up the ways and habits of his community. 
 It is casual and gained through daily experiences and activities. 
 It is starts from birth of a child and continues till death. 
 The children were initiated into the ways of the group quite informally. 
 The children learnt the trade of their parents by actual living in the community and 

participating in activities. 
 
5.0 CONCLUSION : 
 Informal education, therefore is that modification of behaviour which comes about 
necessarily and spontaneously without any conscious effort for it. 
 Education is the life long process. Education is the process of cradle to curve. A various 
agencies of education built a man in his life. So all the agencies of education built a hall man. 
 
REFERENCE : 
(1) Agraval S. K. : Theory of Education, Rajesh Publishing House, 729, Pyarelal Sharma Road, 

Meerut (U.P.). 



Review Of  Research  
Volume-2, Issue- 7 , April -2013   
ISSN : 2249-894X                    Available online at www. lbp.world 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
    

 
 

4 
 

(2) Kesavprasad and others : Theory of Education, Dobba House, Nai Sadak, Delhi. 
(3) Safaya R. and Shadia B. : Development of educational theory and practice, Dhanpat Rai and 

Sons, Jullundhar, Delhi. 
(4) Valia J. S. : Principles and Methods of Education, Pall Publishers, N.N.11, Gopalnagar, 

Jullundhar. 
 
 

 

Dr. Ajeeta Jagdishbhai Jani 
M.A., M.Ed., M.Phil., Ph.D. 
 

 


