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INTRODUCTION:
The suicides cannot be considered as an 

isolation cases of  farmers death, but it is a matter 
of deep concern India is growing as one of the 
super power country in the world today where as 
its farmers are committing suicides.  Millions of 
livelihoods have been damaged and destroyed 
since from last 15 years as a result of crisis. The 
trend of suicide appears new, but India has 
witnessed drought and famine and deaths due to 
starvation many times and still going on.

Suicide is said to be having biological, 
psychological and sociological influences an 
individual who committee’s suicide is a response 
of a physical illness, or significant mental 
problems though they may be hidden.

FARMERS SUICIDES IN KARNATAKA
Karnataka has no history of farmer’s 

suicide even during the situation of acute agrarian 
crisis. Even the unorganized farmers would resort 

to other tactics such as throwing the agricultural 
commodities on the roads, burning their crops, etc. 
Andhra became the harbinger for such a trend in 
Karnataka. However, suicide was an attempt to 
retain the identity as distinct social category within 
the larger economy. This is the reason why suicide 
in Karnataka was first reported in the northern part 
of Karnataka or close to the border areas of Andhra 
Pradesh.

The beginning of the suicides can be traced 
back to the year 1998, when two farmers in Bidar 
District , who were involved in cultivating Tur Dal, 
a market oriented agricultural crop committed 
suicide. In the initial two year s, farmer suicides 
were largely concentrated in the drought-prone 
district in north Karnataka, or confined to 
economically backward, drought prone  regions 
such as Gulbarga and Bidar,. However after  2000, 
the phenomenon shifted to relatively advanced 
agricultural regions , particularly Mandya, 
Hassan, Shimoga, Davanagere, Koppal and 
Chickmangalur, Kodagu and it also covered 
groundwater region, belgaum  assured rain fall 
region Haveri, sugar cane and Cauvery irrigation 
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Abstract
We live on this earth as guest of the green plants which converts sunlight in to food, of the farm. 

Women and men who toil in sun and rain to cultivate them. It is therefore sad and shameful that the very 
farmers making life possible for other are forced to take their own lives. The current number of farmer’s 
suicide in Karnataka is a matter of concern because farmers are the food producers of the country. This 
opens our eyes to the agrarian crisis that haunts India today (anonymous 2006) 
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belt Mandya however ,in the costal belt the number 
of suicides reported was less. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Karnataka is one of the progressive states 

in India with a vast geographical area and large 
population. Karnataka was formed  in 1956 when 
the new  state was formed  inherited large areas 
which were under developed. The areas such as 
Gulbarga , Bidar, Raichur were totally backward  
were The  first case of farmers suicide in 
Karnataka is been traced in 1998 at Bidar dist  who 
was a Tur dal cultivator and a market oriented 
cultivator in the beginning the case were mostly 
from  boarder areas of Karnataka situated near to 
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra which were the 
hub of farmers suicides. Bidar district has the 
highest rate of farmers suicides in Karnataka.

JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY
Many institutions and agencies in 

Karnataka state have also conducted studies on the 
i s s u e  a n d  m a d e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ’ ,  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n s  o f  c o m m i s s i o n s  
recommendations by the state government has 
been slow  in this context veeresh committee/ 
commissions even though feasible are yet to be 
implemented  by the concerned departments and 
the The inability to repay the past debts and 
therefore to access fresh loans has been widely 
accepted as the most significant proximate cause 
of the farmers suicides that were so widespread in 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka and are apparently 
continuing in areas as far apart as wayanad in 
Kerala, vidarbha in Maharashtra and some areas of 
Punjab and rajasthan. The fore going facts shows 
that suicides were not just individual action alone 
but driven by certain socio- economic pressure 
either sudden or accumulated. The causes for 
suicide are multifactorial, interlinked and 
progressive. It is also clear that suicides cannot be 
just attributed to mental depression, as depression 
does not descend from the sky various socio- 
economic factors together contribute for mental 
depression. It is a paradox that Karnataka, one of 
the prosperous state of the country, has a record of 
large number of farmers  suicides in late 1997 the 
tragedies of suicides by farmers in Karnataka state  
have caught the attention of state government, 
state legislature  and press. Over the years the 
incidence of farmer’s suicide in the state has 
shown an alarming increase, it is now widely 
acknowledged in the state that there is a deepening 
and complex economic and social crisis in rural 
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areas that has not been adequately addressed by the 
state government

REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Menon Paravathi (2001)    

Stated that indebtedness is the major 
causes for the farmer’s suicide in Karnataka 
.While they may be many other factors leading for 
the cause .the indebtedness of the farmers was 
mainly from non-institutional credit and this is due 
to because of improper institutional credit system. 

Nagesh(2005)         
 stated that as 61.6 percent of farmer’s households 
were indebted compared to a national average of 
48.6percent. The study found that banks were a 
major source of loans 50percent, followed by 
moneylenders 20percent,  co-operatives 
16.9percent, and relatives and friends6.8percent 
and traders, government agencies 1.9percent and 
further revealed that 34percent of indebted farmers 
borrowed from moneylenders, 31percent took 
loans from banks and 23percent from co-
operatives, 71percent farmers unaware about 
minimum support prices schemes and 57percent 
farmers had no knowledge about the crop 
insurance schemes.

Piyush Keshri et al( IIT Kanpur)
The Indian peasantry are the largest 

surviving body of small farmer in the world and 
facing an epidemic of suicide and the major causes 
for suicides are indebtedness, economic downfall, 
conflicts in family, crop failure, dent in social 
status, daughters’/ sister marriage, addiction, 
health problems, and most of the suicides were 
because of combination of more than one factors  
The collapse of green revolution is also can be said 
to be a cause; suicides are more alarming in those 
areas where green revolution was pushed with 
force. We borrowed a technology that did not fit in 
to our socio-economic milieu.                                                                                                                                            

 Tata Institute Of Social Science (TISS)
Repeated crop failures, inability to meet 

the rising cost of cultivation and indebtedness 
seems to create a situation that forces farmers to 
commit suicide. It was noticed that the increase in 
the pest attack since 1995 onwards and increased 
Use of fertilizers to enhance productivity of land 
.further lack of awareness’ given by the 
government machinery on how to deal with pests 
and declining productivity of land. The minimum 
support price has not been available to all farmers.
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Ajay Dandekar (prof.TISS)
Finds that the farmers suicide points to a 

greater crisis in the agrarian system coupled with 
declining share of agriculture in GDP. Further 
pointed out that change in global context that has 
affected the economy and the society  A 
comprehensive change of agrarian policies 
oriented towards making agriculture remunerative 
by upholding the interest of small and marginal 
peasants, alone can be a long-term answer for the 
larger issues of agrarian crisis.

THEORETICAL  FRAME WORK
Suicide are an act of individuals but in a 

social context , as pointed out by Durkheim(2002, 
first published in French in 1897) suicide could be 
because of social isolation / individualism 
(egoistic) or excess of social integration 
(altruistic), breakdown of social regulations 
(anomic) or excess of social regulations(fatalistic) 
an individual could face a situation where he is 
confronted with a combination of the above 
possibilities, for instance changes in policies 
regime would have an adverse impact on income 
leading to an economic crisis (anomic) inability to 
get daughter married in such situation can also be 
identified with the strict social norms on age and 
expenditure related with marriage (altruistic and 
fatalistic) and such difficulties’ can lead an 
individual to withdraw himself from social 
activities(egoistic)

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:
1) To find out the Scio-economic condition of the 
demised farmer.
2) To Find out the reasons for  suicide by farmer
3) To find out the impact of farmers death on his 
family.   
                                                                                               
METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

In the present study exploratory research 
design has been adopted.the current study is based 
on primary data collection and it is directly 
collected from the demised farmers family 
members and   Simple random sampling is used 
for the study and the data has been collected by 
preparing interview schedules to collect data direct 
from the demised farmers family member and a list 
of suicide farmers was taken from Department of 
Agriculture to visit the demised farmers houses in 
Bidar District  And the analysis is been done by 
using SPSS package.

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY.

In the above shown table majority of 
farmers have used the method of hanging 
themselves for suicide having 46.7%, and with 
40% of farmers used the method of consuming 
pesticides for suicide and 13.3% of farmers used 
the method of burning themselves.

Table-02

The table above shows that43.3% majority 
of suicide farmers land description were 
unirrigated and 30% of suicide farmers land 
description were irrigated and 26.7% of suicide 
farmers land description were both irrigated and 
unirrigated.                                                           
                                                      

Table-03

In the above table shown about 56.7% of 
demised farmer had net income of above 20,000Rs 
on last year cultivation and 26.7% of demised 
farmers had 15,000Rs as net income of last year 
cultivation, and 16.7% of demised farmers had Rs 
10,000 as net income of last year cultivation.
                                                  

Table-04

In the above shown table 90.0% of demised 
farmers had no income of last year Allied 
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Table-1 

Method of suicide 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Consuming of pesticide 12 40.0 40.0 40.0 

Hanging 14 46.7 46.7 86.7 

Burning himself 4 13.3 13.3 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 

Land Description 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Irrigated 9 30.0 30.0 30.0 

Unirrgated 13 43.3 43.3 73.3 

Irrigated and Unirrigated 8 26.7 26.7 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 

Net income of last one year cultivation 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

10000Rs 5 16.7 16.7 16.7 

15000Rs 8 26.7 26.7 43.3 

Above 20000Rs 17 56.7 56.7 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 

Net income of last one year Allied Agricultural activities 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

lose 2 6.7 6.7 6.7 

10000Rs 1 3.3 3.3 10.0 

None 27 90.0 90.0 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  
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Agricultural activities, and 6.7% of demised 
farmers had lose in the last year allied agricultural 
activities and 3.3% of demised farmers had 
10,000Rs as net income of last years Allied 
Agricultural activities.
                                                      

Table-05

In the above table shown about 80% of 
demised farmers had taken loan/credit for 
Agriculture and 13.3% of demised farmers had 
taken loan/ credit for Marriage purpose and about 
6.7% of demised farmer had taken loan/ credit for 
Digging Bore well.
                                                     

Table-06

The above table shows that about 90% of 
demised farmers have taken Rs.above 1, 
Loan/credit and 6.7% of demised farmers had 
taken Rs 50,000 below and 3.3% of demised 
farmers had taken Rs 40,000 below as credit/loan.
                                                           

Table-07

In above table about 86.7% of the demised 
farmers had taken loans on 5to10% interest and 
13.3% of the demised farmers had loans on no 
interest.

Table-08

In the above shown table 43.3% of the 
demised farmers had an outstanding amount of 
below1, 00000Rs and about 26.7% of the demised 
farmers had an outstanding amount of 

Below 50,000and above 1,00000Rs each 
and 3.35% of the demised farmers had outstanding 
amount of Rs 30,000.
                                                        

  Table-09

The above table shows that 93.3% of the 
demised farmer’s family is worried about repaying 
of the credited amount and about 6.7% of the 
demised farmers’ families are not worried of 
repaying the credited amount.
                                                                                               

Table-10

The above table shows that 53.3% of the 
demised farmer’s family has discontinued the 
agricultural activities after the death of the farmer 
and about 46.7% of the demised farmer’s family 
continued the agricultural activities after the death 
of the farmer.

  Table-11

In the above table shown about 46.7% of 
the demised farmers family have stopped 
agriculture due to lack of financial support and 
about 40.0% of the demised farmers family have 
stopped agriculture due lack of knowledge about 
agriculture and about 13.3% of the demised 
farmers family have stopped agriculture due to 
lack of human resources.
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Purpose of Credit/Loan 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Marriage 4 13.3 13.3 13.3 

Digging Bore well 2 6.7 6.7 20.0 

Agriculture 24 80.0 80.0 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 

Amount Taken 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Below 40,000Rs 1 3.3 3.3 3.3 

Below 50,000Rs 2 6.7 6.7 10.0 

Above 1,00000Rs 27 90.0 90.0 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 

Interest 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

No interest 4 13.3 13.3 13.3 

5to10% 26 86.7 86.7 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 

                                                                 Amount Outstanding                                                        
 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Below 30,000Rs 1 3.3 3.3 3.3 

Below 50,000Rs                  8 26.7 26.7 30.0 

Below 1,00000Rs 13 43.3 43.3 73.3 

Above 1,00000Rs 8 26.7 26.7 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 

Is the family worried about repaying the credit amount, After the death of 

the farmer 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

yes 28 93.3 93.3 93.3 

No 2 6.7 6.7 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 

Has the family continued the agricultural activities, After the death of the 

farmer 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Yes 14 46.7 46.7 46.7 

No 16 53.3 53.3 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 

If No what are the reasons 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Lack of Human Resource 4 13.3 13.3 13.3 

Lack of financial support 14 46.7 46.7 60.0 

Lack of Knowledge about 

Agriculture 
12 40.0 40.0 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  
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  Table-12

The above table shows that about 53.3 % of 
the demised farmers children go for job after the 
death of farmer and 46.7% of the demised farmers 
relatives go for job after the death of the farmer.

MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE STUDY
The table-1 shows majority of farmers 

have used the method of hanging themselves for 
suicide having 46.7%.

The table-02, shows that 43.3% majority of 
suicide farmers land description were unirrigated.
The table-03 shows about 56.7% of demised 
farmer had net income of above 20,000Rs on last 
year cultivation.

The table-04 shows that 90.0% majority of 
demised farmers had no income of last year Allied 
Agricultural activities.

In the above table-05 shown about 80% of 
demised farmers had taken loan/credit for 
Agriculture and 13.3% of demised farmers had 
taken loan/ credit for Marriage purpose and about 
6.7% of demised farmer had taken loan/ credit for 
Digging Bore well.

The table-06, shows that about 90% 
majorities of demised farmers have taken 
Rs.above 1, 00000 lakh Loan/credit.

The table-07, shows that 86.7% majority of 
the demised farmers had taken loans on 5to10% 
interest.

The   table-08, shows that 43.3% majority 
of the demised farmers had an outstanding amount 
of below   1, 00000Rs.

The table-09, shows that 93.3% majority of 
the demised farmers family are worried about 
repaying of the credited amount.

 The table-10, shows that 53.3% majority 
of the demised farmer’s family has discontinued 
the agricultural activities after the death of the 
farmer.

The table-11, shows about 46.7% majority 
of the demised farmers family have stopped 
agriculture due to lack of financial support.

The table-12 shows that about 53.3 % 
majorities of the demised farmer’s children go for 
job after the death of farmer.

SUGGESTION AND CONCLUSION.
The study considers the suicides to be 

symptomatic of larger and more pervasive crises in 
the region. The crises are ecological, economic, 
and social; each inter-linked with the other, and 
combining to produce distress in the region. And it 
is in the context of these crises that the pervasive 
distress in the region and the suicides by 
agriculturists must be understood Agriculture in 
Bidar had  its own specific form. Drawing on the 
specificities of the local ecology, agriculture was 
mostly dry cultivation or rain-dependent 
cultivation the cultivation of tur or toghri [red 
gram] as a commercial crop became the primary 
agricultural agenda in the region. A significant 
proportion of land once under multi-crop and dry 
cultivation.  The single largest category of land-
holdings was of that between 5-10 hectares and the 
average size of land holding was 6.2 the average 
size of holding is only 2.8 hectares  [16] and a 
majority of cultivators are those who own less than 
two hectares Insecurity of land lease, increasing 
production costs, inadequate returns from 
production, and problems in accessing and 
receiving credit are some of the problems that most 
small and marginal cultivators and  holders face 
Most small and marginal cultivators, especially 
sharecroppers, are considered to be credit 
unworthy and are bypassed by institutional credit 
agencies.  The general lack of credit made 
available to rural and agricultural credit 
institutions. There is a credit crunch in the 
agricultural credit institutions which typically 
meet 67 percent of short-term loans and 37 percent 
of long-term loans in rural areas. This combines 
with the fact that there are sharp fluctuations in 
agricultural production and loan recovery rates are 
poor. the recent spate of suicides are only 
symptomatic, has resulted from a combination of 
crises; ecological, economic and social. 
Agricultural policies that overlook the ecological 
specificity of the region and the retention of 
inequitious social structures form the bedrock in 
producing such distress. The subordination of 
cultivators to market and capital forces without 
any safety net to support them in times of crop-loss 
accounts for the devastation of rural communities. 
Just as the suicides are symptoms of the pervasive 
distress in the region, the loss of staple food grains 
in the region must also be considered to be a 
serious issue.
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Who goes for job in the family, After the death of the farmer 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Children 16 53.3 53.3 53.3 

Relatives 14 46.7 46.7 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  
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