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 INTRODUCTION 

he politics is one of the important area of the human race, it had deep impact on the life and culture of the 
people of the any race, creed and religion. Politics plays very important role in the personal life of human Trace in this universe, each and every one wants to be part of the politics, which is the area where we can 

surve our society, people, race, religion and creed with the help of political power. 

life and culture, human race.

According to Dr. Ambedkar political power is the weapon to achieve social justice to them self and their 
own race. It is true no doubt that political power will give us all rights and prevailises which one has to be. In this 
connection Dr Dharma Singh is not acceptation to it he also wanted to serve the people Jewargi constituency by 
entering into politics, show he started his career as teacher and entered into politics by an Independent 
Municipal corporater from Gulbarga his journey of politics never stopped till his last breath. 

N. Dharma Singh born in 1936 at Nelogi village in Kalaburgi district’s Jewargi taluk area in middle class 
family, he made a name for himself as one of the more influential leaders in the state.  Beginning his political 
innings by participating in the Goa Liberation Movement in 1958. He won seven straight Assembly election terms 
from the Jewargi constituency in Karnataka. He also served as Member of Parliament in Lok Sabha. He started his 

political career as a corporator in Gulbarga district. He 
endorsed the socialist ideology and served in the 
Congress party for most of his life. He joined the 
Congress party in late 1960s. He was a close friend of 
senior Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge who started 
their political careers in Karnataka. His political career 
spanned more than forty years and he won the support 
of people in his constituency cutting across castes. He 
also served under other chief ministers like Devaraj Urs, 
R Gundu Rao, M Veerappa Moily, SM Krishna and S 
Bangarappa. During his tenure, he held portfolios like 
home, revenue, excise, urban development, public 
works and social welfare. He has also served as the 
Karnataka Pradesh Congress Committee president.

HIS EARLY LIFE 
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POSITION HELD  
Positions held

ACHIEVEMENTS

• 1960: councillor, Gulbarga City Municipal Council 
• 1978–2008: Member of Karnataka Legislative Assembly. 
• Member of State Backward Classes Commission. 
• Minister for Urban Development, Karnataka. 
• Minister for Home & Excise, Karnataka. 
• Minister for Revenue and Social Welfare, Karnataka. 
• KPCC President 
• 1999-2004: Minister for Public works, Karnataka. 
• PWD minister of Karnataka state 
• 2004-2006: Chief Minister of karnataka  
• 2006-2007: Leader of Opposition, Karnataka legislative Assembly 
• 2009-2014: Member of Parliment 

Dharam Singh has been an integral part of almost every Congress government since 1982 when he, for 
the first time, became a cabinet minister in R. Gundu Rao’s government. This was a reward bestowed on him by 
the then Prime Minister and Congress president Smt Indira Gandhi for vacating Gulbarga Lok Sabha seat in favour 
of Mr. C.M. Stephan of Keral whose services were badly needed in the parliament.

 In almost every election apprehensions used to be expressed about his victory as his victory margin 
would always be thin. But every time he belied his adversaries and critics. After meeting his waterloo at Jewargi 
in 2008 election, he became restive. He moved on to neighboring Bidar to try his luck for Lok Sabha. At that time 
almost everyone had written Dharam Singh off and predictedit would be his second successive defeat. But he 
proved everyone wrong and created a strong base there also. This only demonstrates his irrepressible strong will 
and bouncing back capacity. 8. 5 crore ring road work from Ram Mandir Circle to Shahabad Road has been 
sanctioned by Dharam singh Narayan Singh, after his becoming the PWD minister in the S.M.Krishna 
government.

When the 2004 state elections resulted in a hung assembly with no party getting enough seats to form a 
government, the Congress and  Janata Dal (Secular)  (JD(S)) parties decided to come together and form a 
coalition government. Known for his adaptability and friendly nature and his close political ties with H.D. Deve 
Gowda, Dharam Singh was the unanimous choice of both parties to head the government. He was sworn in as 
chief Minister on 28 May 2004. He was the second leader from kalaburagi to become Chief Minister after 
Veerendra Patil. For almost 20 months, he led the fragile coalition through many ups and downs. He became the 
chief minister not by chance but by choice of both ruling and alliance partner. Heading a volatile and chaotic 
dispensation under politically trying and tumultuous circumstances was more than challenging for him. ‘It is 
perhaps only Dharam Singh who can lead this government. It would not have not possible for me and perhaps for 
others too’ once remarked his immediate predecessor S.M. Krishna.

Their unshaken friendship is known to the entire State. They never took unilateral decisions but 
consulted each other. Their individual progress had never come in the way of other’s prospects. They had always 
been supportive and encouraging of each other’s development in their long political journey. Their friendship 
and mutual understanding is ideal for everyone. Most of the development initiatives of Hyderabad Karnataka 
region are invariably attributed to the joint efforts of Dharam Singh and Mr. Kharge. Yet, both the leaders often 
said that their work for the region was not something great, but their duty as people’s representatives. Both the 
leaders paid more attention to the tasks that could be useful to the people in the long run than those that gave 
immediate results for a short period. Their joint efforts resulted in upgrading Gulbarga Post-Graduate Centre of 
Karnataka University, Dharwad, into a full-fledged and independent Gulbarga University, Gulbarga City 
Municipal Council into a City Corporation, establishment of the Circuit Bench of the High Court of Karnataka in 
Kalaburagi, upgrading the Bidar-Srirangapatna State Highway into a National Highway and building a Ring Road 
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around Kalaburagi city, among others. The Constitutional amendment to insert Article 371(J) to provide special 
status to Hyderabad Karnataka is widely viewed as a monumental achievement of Mr. Kharge with the able 
assistance of Dharam Singh. 

Dharam Singh is affably called in political circles as ‘Ajata Shatru’ a man without enemies. For a person, 
who does not have  a strong constituency of his own caste and community, it becomes both essential and 
inevitable to cultivate all and take everyone with him. He is the last person to exhibit arrogance in public life. 
Essentially a family man, he would not annoy anyone. Even a small boy can go and meet him and explain his 
grievance. This rare quality apparently took him to new heights in Karnataka politics catapulting him on the third 
floor of the Vidhana Soudha.He had great regards for writer U.R.Anantamurthy and for him whatever the 
Jnapeeth awardee says wold be a divine instruction. It was Anantamurthy who had suggested the change in 
names of certain cities in the state to their native forms and he obediently did it. Today we see Bangalore 
transformed in to Bengaluru and Gulbarga to Kalaburagi. This reminds me of former chief minister Gundu Rao’s 
declaration in 1981 implementation of Gokak Committee Report on primacy to Kannada in education only 
because Kvempu wanted it. For Gundu Rao the celebrated poet Kuvempu’s words were final. A good orator in 
Hindi, Singh would generously reel out Urdu and Hindi couplets to electrify the dreary audience. The most 
important achievement by the Lava- Khusa of this region is the article 371(J), the effort of Dharma Singh ji and 
Kharge ji it would have become law and which is very important for the regional to get developed with special 
status by the act of parliament.

The greatness of Singh lies in his huge political success in his career spanning for about five decades. 
Despite being a microscopic minority (there are literally no Rajput voters in Jewargi constituency), people have 
sent him to the assembly for eighty times in a row which in itself is a testimony for his secular credential’s he 
knows the tricks of the trade called ‘electoral politics’ and also knows how to keep people who matter in good 
humour. The unprecedented electoral political success of Dharam Singh had once made former chief minister 
Ramakrishna Hegde remark ‘It seems Jewargi has become a Jahagir of Dharam Sing! ‘What amuses me about the 
celebrated southpaw is his enormous will power in both good and bad times to tread the throny path, brave 
people’s criticism and sail through. .Dharam Singh is an excellent human being and volunteers to help anyone in 
trouble. One has to learn the qualities of coutesy and compassion from hi. As a chief minister he had air dashed to 
Kalaburagi to call on his communist friend Sangramappa battling for his life in a hospital. He had organized a 
programme to pay his tribute to Kolur Mallappa, his political mentor. He served the people of karnataka and the 
people of Jewargi in his life span of 80 year, he was a man with words he never had any type misunderstanding to 
anybody he never scolded anybody any officials in constituency and as minister and chief Minister he never 
tortured anybody has boss, he used his cool mindness to take the work from the all sections of the society.

1. Kalaburagi elected Indira Gandhi's close aide 'Stephen' 
2. Dharma Singh choosen leader of CLP. The Times of India 24 May 2004.
3. Dharma singh will be leader of the opposition ; Kharge. The Hindu 31 January 2006.
4. Dharmada Huli. - Mallanna Shivaraygouda nagarvat.-2004.
5. Dharmasindhu.-Shivaraj patil.-2005.
6. Karnatakada Mukhya Mantrigalu.-Shrinivas rao S.V and Tumakur Mahadevayya.-2013.
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