Vol 7 Issue 2 Nov 2017 ISSN No : 2249-894X

Monthly Multidisciplinary

Chief Editors

Ashok Yakkaldevi Ecaterina Patrascu
A R Burla College, India Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Kamani Perera

Regional Centre For Strategic Studies,
Sri Lanka



RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595

Welcome to Review Of Research

ISSN No.2249-894X

Review Of Research Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English, Hindi
& Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed referred by
members of the editorial Board readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes government
and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

Dr. T. Manichander

Kamani Perera

Regional Editor

Advisory Board

Delia Serbescu

Regional Centre For Strategic Studies, Sri Spiru Haret University, Bucharest, Romania

Lanka

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Fabricio Moraes de AlmeidaFederal
University of Rondonia, Brazil

Anna Maria Constantinovici
AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Mahdi Moharrampour
Islamic Azad University buinzahra
Branch, Qazvin, Iran

Titus Pop

PhD, Partium Christian University,
Oradea,

Romania

J. K. VIJAYAKUMAR
King Abdullah University of Science &
Technology,Saudi Arabia.

George - Calin SERITAN
Postdoctoral Researcher

Xiaohua Yang
University of San Francisco, San Francisco

Karina Xavier
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
USA

May Hongmei Gao
Kennesaw State University, USA

Marc Fetscherin
Rollins College, USA

Liu Chen
Beijing Foreign Studies University, China

Nimita Khanna
Director, Isara Institute of Management, New
Delhi

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji University,
Kolhapur

P. Malyadri
Government Degree College, Tandur, A.P.

S. D. Sindkhedkar
PSGVP Mandal's Arts, Science and
Commerce College, Shahada [ M.S. |

Faculty of Philosophy and Socio-Political Anurag Misra

Sciences
Al 1. Cuza University, lasi

REZA KAFIPOUR
Shiraz University of Medical Sciences
Shiraz, Iran

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University,
Solapur

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya

DBS College, Kanpur

C. D. Balaji
Panimalar Engineering College, Chennai

Bhavana vivek patole
PhD, Elphinstone college mumbai-32

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya
Secretary, Play India Play (Trust),Meerut
(U.P)

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi 258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India
Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.oldror.lbp.world

Sanjeev Kumar Mishra

Mabel Miao
Center for China and Globalization, China

Ruth Wolf
University Walla, Israel

Jie Hao
University of Sydney, Australia

Pei-Shan Kao Andrea
University of Essex, United Kingdom

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Ilie Pintea
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

Jayashree Patil-Dake

MBA Department of Badruka College
Commerce and Arts Post Graduate Centre
(BCCAPGC),Kachiguda, Hyderabad

Maj. Dr. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

AR. SARAVANAKUMARALAGAPPA
UNIVERSITY, KARAIKUDI, TN

V.MAHALAKSHMI
Dean, Panimalar Engineering College

S.KANNAN
Ph.D , Annamalai University

Kanwar Dinesh Singh
Dept.English, Government Postgraduate
College , solan



W OF RE

SEARCH

ISSN: 2249-894X ®]4:[a]
IMPACT FACTOR : 5.2331(UIF) 3
VOLUME - 7 | ISSUE - 2 | NOVEMBER - 2017 (o] e

THE IMPORTANCE OF GURUGRIHABAS AND BRAHMACHARYA IN THE
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY OF RABINDRANATH TAGORE AND SWAMI

VIVEKANANDA

ABSTRACT: -

abindranath Tagore and Swami Vivekananda

are the two among the four greatest Indian

thinkers on education, the other two being
Gandhiji and Sri Aurobindo. The educational philosophy
of both of them laid emphasis on the overall
development of humanity. In ancient India the system of
Gurugrihabas was very common. Tagore in his essay
‘Siksha Samasya’ says that this Gurugrihabas instilled in
the students a sense of morality. At the Gurugriha, the
students also practised Brahmacharya. The aim of
Brahmacharya was to teach the students to lead a
disciplined life. Tagore clarifies that Brahmacharya
actually provides strength to the character. We should
strive to set up an atmosphere like the Tapovan of
ancient India and that is exactly what Tagore has done
at Santiniketan. Swami Vivekananda believed that the
educational system in India to be fruitful should follow
the Gurukul system, that is, the Gurugrihabas. He said:
“My idea of education is personal contact with the
teacher — Guru-griha-vasa. Without the personal life of
a teacher there would be no education.” A synthesis of
the East and the West would be an ideal educational
system. The schools, colleges, and even the only
University of the Ramakrishna Mission follow this
principle of Gurugrihabas and Brahmacharya. About
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the synthesis of the East and the West, Swamiji says:
“What we want are Western science coupled with
Vedanta, Brahmacharya as the guiding motto, and also
Shraddha and faith in one’s own self.” Practising
Brahmacharya will lead to Shraddha. Shraddha
develops humility, submission, and veneration for the
teacher and at the same time faith in one’s own self.

KEY KEYWORDS Gurugrihabas,
Brahmacharya, Shraddha, Nature.
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INTRODUCTION

Rabindranath Tagore and Swami Vivekananda
are the two among the four greatest Indian thinkers on
education, the other two being Gandhiji and Sri
Aurobindo. Tagore and Vivekananda are
contemporaries. Tagore was born in 1861 and
Vivekananda in 1863, though Tagore went on to live for
almost 40 years after the death of Swamiji. Both of
them were born in the nineteenth century undivided
Bengal. The educational philosophy of both of them laid
emphasis on the overall development of humanity.

Rabindranath Tagore was born in the famous
Tagore family of Jorasanko which was a meeting place
of the greatest intellectuals of the time. The Tagore
family was also a place of exchange of the cultures
between the East and the West. Tagore had
amalgamated the cultures of the East and the West not
only in his literary works but also in his dream
educational project at Patha Bhavan and Visva-Bharati
at Santiniketan.

In ancient India the system of Gurugrihabas
was very common. The Guru and the Guru Ma (wife of
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the Guru) lived far away from the courts in the midst of the jungles called the Tapovan. The students used to leave
their family to live with the Guru in the Tapovan. The Guru and the Guru Ma used to be like their father and mother
for the period of learning. The students were taught both Shaastra and Shastra, that is both the knowledge of the
scriptures and the art of fighting. The Tapovan used to have an atmosphere of teaching-learning. The studentsled a
very simple and austere life. Even the princes were accustomed to this austere life in the Gurugrihabas. Tagore in
his essay ‘Siksha Samasya’ says that this Gurugrihabas instilled in the students a sense of morality because they
could see their Guru himself practising the highest principles of morality throughout his life. Education was a part
of life as it was not distracted by any sort of family problems, social problems, or luxury. At the Gurugriha, the
students also practised Brahmacharya. In the essay Tagore clarifies the common misconception that
Brahmacharya does not mean only to lead an austere life. The practise of Brahmacharya in the Gurugriha was an
attempt to protect the tender minds from different types of distractions. The distractions would hamper the
concentration of minds of the young boys and hence their latent qualities or virtues would not be manifested in
full. The aim of Brahmacharya was to teach the students to lead a disciplined life. This teaching of discipline at the
tender age would help them to enjoy freedom and liberty without hampering the freedom of others when they
grow up. Tagore clarifies that Brahmacharya actually provides strength to the character and does not provide any
moral lesson. It actually infuses discipline among the students which remain within them till the last day of their
lives. Tagore says that the ancient system of Gurugrihabas should be revived in India. The educational institutes,
and particularly the schools for the tender minds, should be established in the midst of Nature. He further believed
that the students should be taught to practise Brahmacharya from the tender age as was the system in ancient
India. Tagore was not only a preacher but he followed his principles in practice in his school at Santiniketan and
Sriniketan. He also introduced the system of Gurugrihabas in his schools. The students and teachers lived in close
proximity in his school. The Indian society has seen a lot of changes down the ages. Much water has flown down the
Ganges, but the importance of Brahmacharya and Gurugrihabas still shine like the Pole Star in the sky of Indian
educational system. Its importance will never diminish because it is based on the universal truth of human nature
which has been envisioned by the Rishis.

Tagore believed that man lives most happily in the midst of Nature. Man also learns best from Nature and
so Tagore believed Nature to be the best teacher. He also believed that children would learn spontaneously in the
midst of trees under the open sky. Tagore wanted an educational system where learning would be pleasure. He
wanted to set the example in modern India through his school. So in Patha Bhavan he introduced the system of
classes in the open air. It might be mentioned that this practice is still followed at Patha Bhavan. Teaching-learning
was very interesting. There were no strict rules for the learners. They were free to climb up the trees or move
around and enjoy Nature in between the classes. There was also no fixed class routine as it depended upon the
weather. Tagore believed that the imagination of the tender minds are stimulated by the sounds, smells, and
colours of Nature. Nature “with its sounds, smells and colours stimulates” (Sen gupta, 34) and provides the tender
minds with the “power of thinking, and combats the boredom of mechanical learning” (Sen Gupta, 34). Tagore
further believed that it is Nature that makes man generous and broad-minded. Nature makes no discrimination
and teaches the same to the students. So an ideal school should be established in the midst of nature, far away
from the madding crowd. We should strive to set up an atmosphere like the Tapovan of ancient India and that is
exactly what Tagore has done at Santiniketan.

Swami Vivekanada, the revolutionary Hindu monk, like Tagore, did not write a treatise on education. He
had spoken at large throughout the world and in such lectures he had often expressed his views on education. He
had also written about his educational philosophy in many of his letters, butin fragments. There are also records of
his informal talks with his followers and devotees where he had also talked about education. These fragmented
lectures and writings have collectively given birth to the educational philosophy of Swamiji which has placed him
side by side with the greatest educational thinkers of the world.

Education must be in conformity with the national character of the nation — this was Swamiji’s firm belief.
Therefore, the educational system in India to be fruitful should follow the Gurukul system, that is, the
Gurugrihabas. He said: “My idea of education is personal contact with the teacher — Guru-griha-vasa. Without the
personal life of a teacher there would be no education” (Complete Works V, 224). At the same time Swamiji said
that with the ancient Vedic system the knowledge of Western science and technology should be combined.
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According to him the Universities were functioning like an examining body and were not interested in producing
true men. But in ancient India more emphasis was laid on moral teaching and hence true men were formed. In the
Gurukul, the students enjoyed the closeness of the Guru and the Gurus had sacrificed their all for the benefit of the
students. At the same time emphasis should be on the assimilation of the ideas of the West. A synthesis of the East
and the West would be an ideal educational system. The schools, colleges, and even the only University of the
Ramakrishna Mission follow this principle of Gurugrihabas and Brahmacharya. About the synthesis of the East and
the West, Swamiji says: “What we want are Western science coupled with Vedanta, Brahmacharya as the guiding
motto, and also Shraddha and faith in one’s own self” (Complete Works V, 366). Swami Vivekananda was also
totally against corporal punishment. He was against that system “which aims at educating our boys in the same
manner as that of the man who battered his ass, being advised that it could thereby be turned into a horse”
(Complete Works V, 366). Like Tagore and Rousseau, Swamiji also believed that true education takes place in the
midst of Nature. Man learns best under the influence of Nature. The learners from their boyhood days should live
in the midst of nature with the teacher “whose character is like a blazing fire and should have before him a living
example of the highest teaching” (Complete Works V, 369). Practising Brahmacharya will lead to Shraddha.
Shraddha develops humility, submission, and veneration for the teacher and at the same time faith in one’s own
self. No real growth is possible without this Shraddha. By practising Brahmacharya, that is continence, the powers
of concentration of the students would increase and hence they would be able to learn more in a shorter period of
time. In ancient India education was imparted by the Tyagis, that is by the men of renunciation. Swamiji wanted
thatthe teachers of present day India should also sacrifice something for the development of the society.

Thus it can be seen that both Tagore and Swamiji believed that the ancient system of Gurugrihabas should
be re-introduced in India. Along with the Gurukul system would revive the practice of Brahmacharya. Both of them
dreamt of an educational system where Western science would be coupled with the ancient Indian system and
India of today would thereby surpass the glorious India of the Vedic ages.
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