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ABSTRACT :

KEY WORDS:  

INTRODUCTION:  

a t i o n s  w e r e  
bent on gaining Npol it ical  and 

economic supremacy at 
the cost of humanity in 
the colonial period.  The 
h u n g e r  f o r  p o w e r  
r e n d e r s  t h e  r u l e r s  
ruthless.  Annexation of 
countries, application of 
d iv i s ive  st rateg ies ,  
weakening of indige 
nous people and looting 
of property were the hall 
marks of the British 
Empire.  The study on 
‘Political Triumph at the 
Stake of Humanism in 
Khushwant Singh’s Train 
To Pakistan’ attempts to 
unearth the rationale of 
the Partition in India, the 
diplomacy of power 
mongers of Britain and 
of India, the demise of 
h u m a n i s m  a n d  i t s  
redemption by love.

Political 
Triumph , Stake Of 
Humanism , cost of 
humanity ,economic 
supremacy.

T h e  i n v a s i o n  a n d  
infiltration of the British 
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i n t o  I n d i a  w a s  
accomplished in the 
guise of paternalism and 
t r u s t e e s h i p .   T h e  
s ta te m e n t  o f  L o rd  
Salisbury, Secretary of 
State for India (1874-
’78),  
“As India must be bled, 
the bleeding should be 
done judiciously’ 
evidences the sealed 
plunder of the British  in 
India.
 The mercenary policy of 
the British was actuated 
only by self interest.  The 
s o c i a l  t a b o o s  l i ke  
sectarianism, casteism, 
p o w e r  h u n g e r ,  
superstitious beliefs 
etc., prevailing in the pre 
i n d e p e n d e n t  d a y s  
r e n d e r e d  I n d i a  
vulnerable to the foreign 
e l e m e n t s .   T h e  
communal problems 
erupted here and there 

were not because of 
re l ig ious  an imosi ty  
between the Hindus and 
t h e  M u s l i m s  b u t  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
d i p l o m a c y  o f  t h e  
imperialistic Britain that 
formed the base of the 
communal  tr iangle.   
J o h n  E l p h i n s t o n e ,  
G o v e r n o r  o f  
B o m b a y, ( 1 8 5 3 - ’ 6 0 )  
affirmed, ‘Divide et 
Impera’, (Divide and 
Rule),  was the old 
Roman motto and it 
should be ours’.  The 
Br i t i sh  ru lers  took  
advantage of the hostile 
creeds existing side by 
side because of the 
proximity of the Hindus 
and the Muslims to 
strengthen their political 
position in India.  Their 
hopes were thwarted by 
the Hindus who were 
more benefitted by the 

e c o n o m i c  a n d  
educational policies 
introduced by the British 
Government in India.  
They demanded more 
s h a r e  f o r  h i g h e r  
positions in the British 
Government, political 
rights, representative 
Government etc.  They 
posed a greater threat to 
the stability of the 
British rulers than the 
politically, economically 
a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  
backward Muslims in 
India.  It necessitated 
the change in rulers’ 
policy towards the two 
communities.
Ensured and embold- 
ened by the patronage 
of the British rulers, the 
Musl ims developed 
enmity towards the 
Hindus and loyalty  
towards the British 
Government.  They 
l a u n c h e d  o n  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  r e f o r m  
movement ‘Dar-ul-Islam 
(the world of Islam).  The 
H i n d u s  i n i t i a te d  a  
counter move with 
Aryanisation of India 
with Shuddhi (conve- 
rsion of Non Hindus to 
Hinduism).     The _
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establishment of the religious based communal and political party, the ‘All India Muslim League’ by the Muslims 
was countered by the ‘All India Hindu Mahasabha’ by the Hindus. The Muslim League strove for the separate 
State of ‘Pakistan’ to grasp their political rights.  The Hindu Mahasabha made an outcry for ‘Hindustan’ and 
emphasized the oneness of the country with a promise to accord the minority status to the Indian Muslims.

The demand of Mohammed Ali Jinnah for a separate state of Pakistan from India met with hostility from 
the Hindus.  Being the leader of All India Muslim League, he felt that the members of the Indian National 
Congress sidelined their party members and dominated over them in the political arena.  It justified his demand 
for a separate state which was supported by the British who were bent on separating the Hindus and the Muslim 
for their own political gains.  It was a great success for the English who broke the oneness of the Indians and killed 
their peace and joy.

The partition into India and Pakistan guaranteed the political interests of the leaders but the society bore 
its brunt irrepressibly.  

Khushwant Singh’s Train to Pakistan has the political background of Partition in 1947.  The political 
stance of England has not only made alteration on the world map but also emerged as cause for communal riots, 
violence, massacre etc., on a large scale.  The people of different races have succumbed to the colonial political 
policy of the whites ‘Divide and Rule’ everywhere.  Antagonism and violence have not only been among the races 
of different countries alone but also among those of the same race with the variation only in their religions.  
Human values lose their meaning when politicians instigate people in the name of religion.    Securing power is 
the ‘be all and end all’ ideal of the politicians, who make the common people their puppets in their hands; the 
politicians least bother about the interest of the public in the place of acquiring power for themselves.    

 People of diverse cultures owing to the difference in their religions, Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims, lived 
together like brethren.  But the political declaration of partition filled the hearts of the people of all religions with 
venom and they started destroying one another in the name of religion.   

Craving of the leaders of both the parties for political power shattered the unity of the people of 
different religions who realized and practiced the value of brotherhood before the partition.   It was not merely 
one more line on the map of the world in between India to create one more country called, Pakistan.  It meant 
estrangement, displacement, loss of relationship and loss of lives and property.

Khushwant Singh’s Train to Pakistan delineates the terrible outcome of the partition.  Mano Majra was a 
multicultural society before the severance of India from Pakistan.  It witnessed the coexistence of the Sikhs, the 
Muslims and the Hindus.  Religious and cultural diversity bred harmony, tolerance, care and love among the 
people who could respect the values of all religions and live in close communion with one another.
 The novel could be understood in two parts. The first one pictures the heterogeneous life of different 
communities whose unity has proved the true egalitarian policy adopted at Mano Majra.   The words of Bhai 
Meet Singh at the Gurdwara point out the religious policies of the Mano Majrans.  Everyone was welcome to his 
religion.  There next door was Muslim Mosque.  When he prayed to his Guru, Uncle Imam Baksh called to Allah.  
The people of different religions could love and respect one another.  They could live according to the ways of 
their culture.    They had perfect understanding and followed their own food habits, ways of worship, customs 
and practices of their own culture and encouraged those of others.  They were accommodative and could adjust 
with one another as social diversity is a common phenomenon in a multicultural society.

The villagers were innocent and observed the values advocated by the religion.  Meet Singh voiced out 
the feeling and principles of Mano Majrans who suspected Jugget Singh responsible for the murder of Ram Lal, 
money lender of the village, followed by dacoity in his house.  ‘Robbing a fellow villager is stealing from one’s 
mother, Iqbal Singhji; this is Kalyug-the dark age.  Have you ever heard of dacoits looting their villagers’ homes?  
Now all morality has left the world. (43)

Lack of education made them narrow minded.  Their observation of moral values was restricted within 
the purview of their own village and could not go beyond it.  Dacoity and murder were not admissible only in 
their village.  ‘It was the projection of the rural society where everyone in the village was a relation and loyalty to 
the village was the supreme test’. (44)
        Partition had perplexed the communities as they couldn’t believe that people who were like brothers 
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could kill one another.  They called one another by terms of close relationship in one’s family.  Acceptance of 
diverse ways of worship by the Muslims and the Sikhs did not affect their public relationship.  The recital of 
scripture by Imam Baksh from the mosque was a cue to Meet Singh to start his prayer in the Gurdwara.  When the 
muslims went to the mosque, the Sikhs gathered around Meet Singh to listen to Meet Singh’s sonorous reading 
of the Scripture.  Social and religious diversity was not a barrier to the promotion of brotherhood among the 
villagers.  Though the religion of the sweepers was uncertain, they had nothing to complain against it; they did 
not force them join their religion.  As they passed on and practiced human values of toleration, love and respect 
to all the people, they could accommodate the missionaries who came to India to propagate Christianity.  When 
the sweepers of the village adopted Christianity, they could respect their rights and did not make it a matter of 
contention.  The religious diversity did not separate them from one another.  The secret worship of all 
communities of the local deity, a three foot slab of sandstone under a keeker tree beside the pond, kept them 
united.  They approached the local deity whenever they were in need of blessings.  The local Dev did not seem to 
belong to any particular religion; but it was the binding force that integrated the Sikhs, the Muslims, the Hindus 
and the pseudo Christians in Mano Majra, in spite of their religious leanings.  Their common belief could teach 
them oneness in difference.  At the same time, they could observe their own religious practices.

The minorities were not discriminated in their village in the pre partition period.  Though the Muslims 
were the minority group in Mano Majra, the majority group of the Sikhs could extend love and respect to them.  
The Sikh religious leader, Meet Singh, referred to the Muslim leader, Imam Baksh, uncle.  The people could adopt 
the mode of worship as they had inherited from their forefathers.  They were not tainted by religious fanaticism 
resulted from religious superiority.  Though they were illiterates, they had the essence of religions-humanity, 
mutual love, respect and equality.  It helped the society remain intact.  It fostered social health.  Religious 
toleration found among the people was the sign of multiculturalism. 

Partition was a political convenience used to arouse the divisive forces without any forethought of the 
consequences of such a decision.  It disturbed the peaceful coexistence of the Mano Majrans who had been 
happy to live together.  When communal riots flared up, they were not even aware of the reason for it.  They 
asked Iqbal about partition.  ‘Well Babuji’, began the muslim.  ‘Tell us something.  What is happening in the 
world? What is all this about Pakistan and Hindustan?  We live in this little village and know nothing’. The 
lambardar put in ‘’… tell us, why did the English leave? (51)

Domination of the English over the Indians, their suffering, oppression and exploitation could be 
justifiable because they did not expect humanitarian values from the foreigners.  It was shocking that the people 
of the same nation harmed one another in the name of religion.  The common people were not acquainted with 
the animosity between the leaders of the Muslim League and the Indian Nationalist Movement.  They could not 
understand the glory of Independence which did not promise them a rosy future.  They had to put up with the 
suffering caused by the whites as they had not expected any love and understanding from them.  But it was 
unbearable that acute suffering was brought upon them by the people of their own country and their own 
neighbours whose religions least bothered them formerly. 

The villagers were nurtured in values and couldn’t resort to violence and destruction.  The Muslims 
considered the Sikhs trustworthy and approached them when the consequences of partition reached them.  
They were shocked to hear of the desecration of mosques by ‘the slaughter of pigs in the premises and of copies 
of the holy Koran being torn up by infidels’. (128)          

The arrival of the mysterious train aroused fear in the minds of the people of Mano Majra.  The collection 
of firewood and kerosene from the village caused suspicion; they were distressed when they learnt that it came 
from Pakistan with the Sikh corpses; and the firewood and kerosene was used to cremate the corpses. The 
ghastly train symbolized religious frenzy and obliteration of human values.

The people of the village who venerated brotherhood irrespective of religious diversity were baffled by 
the slaughtered corpses driven down by the swift current of water in Sutlej.  They could guess that there had 
been a massacre somewhere upstream.  There were hundreds of corpses floating on the river, Sutlej.  The 
horrible sight made them sick with heavy hearts. 

The second train from Pakistan filled with Sikh and the Hindu corpses unnerved them when the 
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bulldozer dug a wide trench for the burial.  The fear of the people chased them towards the Gurdwara to seek 
consolation and strength from God.  That night proved a nightmare to the villagers.  They could not sleep at all; 
those, who slept, slept fitfully.  They sobbed in their sleep and their beards were moist with tears.

Partition did not only lead to inequality but also to evacuation of the Muslims from the neighbourhood.  
The Muslims in Mano Majra were forced to take a decision.  The Sikhs’ concern towards their Muslim tenants 
remained unshaken even after they heard of the atrocities perpetrated on the Sikhs and the Hindus in Pakistan.  
The Mano Majrans were sure ‘loyalty to a fellow villager was above all other considerations! (132)The love of the 
Sikhs for the Muslims in Mano Majra was evident from the words of one of the young Sikhs; ‘As long as we are 
here, nobody will dare to touch you.  We die first and then you can look after yourselves!’(133)  The Muslims had 
the same affinity towards the Sikhs.  Imam Baksh was choked with emotions.  Dislocation was unbearable to the 
Muslims too.  Imam Baksh said sorrowfully, ‘What have we to do with Pakistan?  We were born here.  So were 
our ancestors.  We have lived amongst you as brothers’. (133)  Their reluctance to leave Mano Majra was evident.  
The departure of the Muslims from Mano Majra was pathetic.  The Sikhas paid a tearful farewell to their Muslim 
brothers.

The change in their attitude was the work of the Sikh youth, leader of the extremist group.  His speech 
instigated the villagers and turned them against the Muslims.  Being illiterates and innocent, the villagers were 
overpowered by the extremist gang.  When the young man gave a dig at their manliness, bravery and their duty 
to the fellowmen, they could agree to be their tools to slaughter the Muslims on the train to Pakistan. 

Multiculturalism loses its meaning when people compartmentalize their feelings in the name of 
religions.  The failure of the plan of the Sikhs to kill the Muslims on the train to Pakistan was the outcome of the 
love of Jugga for Nooran.  It was proved that love could cross all kinds of boundaries including religions.                                            

 The second part of the story deals with the impact of partition on the villages which proved havens of 
peace before the partition.  Partition spewed disharmony, antipathy, contempt, communal hatred and violence, 
social unrest, intolerance, disintegration and displacement etc.  The villagers couldn’t preserve communal and 
religious co existence that became meaningless as they gave way to religious sectarianism. 

The values of multiculturalism have prevailed among the people of different religions in India.  It is a 
secular country.  The demand for political power led to partition; if it had had been on the basis of geographical 
area, there would not have arisen any problem.  As the background of the separation was religion, exodus of 
Muslims from India to Pakistan and that of the Hindus and the Sikhs from Pakistan to India not only killed the 
people but also multiculturalism and secularism.  It did not guarantee any peaceful settlement between the 
Muslims and the Hindus and the Sikhs.  It aroused hostility and enmity between these two groups.  The rift 
between them thwarted the emotional, social and political stability which prevailed in those regions.  The 
political solution of partition for the settlement of political problem was the starting point of violation of human 
rights, atrocities against women, communal riots, looting of property and arson in both India and Pakistan.  
Those, who reached the destiny, were not happy; because the dislocation deeply wounded their psyche; they 
were like mere skeletons alive.

In Train to Pakistan, the large scale massacre and the other atrocities on the Sikhs and the Hindus in 
Pakistan and on the Muslims in India were not preplanned; their hostility was not inherent but instantaneous.  
The provocation of violence was the result of a political settlement through exchange of people of different 
religions from India to Pakistan and vice versa.  It could have been averted if it had been foreseen by the political 
leaders involved in it.  But the novel stands as a testimony to the nobility of love that saves humanity at the cost of 
individual’s life.

1.Bhatt, Indira. The Fictional World of Khushwant Singh. New Delhi: Creative Books, 2002.
2.Collier, Paul. Exodus, Immigration and Multiculturalism in the 21st Century. London: Penguin Books, 2013.
3.Ibid. p. 157, 56, 123, 72, 146, 134, 39, & 116.
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