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ABSTRACT
he 20th century witnessed a number of significant 
instances of participation by women in socio- economic Tand political uprisings. The basic objectives of most of 

the women’s organizations was for the attainment of social 
empowerment and as well as the upliftment of their status in 
the society. They fought against the existing social laws and 
demanded political rights and for the eradication of social evils 
which have negative impact on women’s lives. But in Manipur, 
the struggle of the most prominent organization (Meira Paibis) 
is against the oppressive forces of the State and those people 
who try to disharmonise and shake the edifice of the society. 
They have been looking beyond individual and they hold 
themselves responsible to maintain the order in the society. 
Since the women s group wield enormous influence in their 
communities, almost all the organization, political parties 
including the underground organizations try to get their 
support. They in turn give their support and sympathy 

unhesitatingly whenever they feel injustice 
have been done to any members of the 
society. 

Given this background, the present 
study has made an attempt to know and 
understand the profile of these women 
organisations that have undeniably 
changes people’s lives for the betterment. 
The study also attempted to explore the 
complex role that Meira Paibis have played 
in Manipur society.

Meira Paibis; Women 
Organization; Substance Abuse ; Anti 
–Social Activities. 

The Meira Paibis  meaning 
“Women with the Torch in their Hand” or 
‘Women Torch Bearers’ has been in active 
since 1980s. These women organizations 
(Meira Paibis) have always raised their 
voices for a free Manipur where there will 
be no such miseries and sufferings of the 
people. Though its initial efforts were  
mainly against the injustice meted out by 
the state authority, against accesses 
committed by the security personnel, 
against violation of human rights etc., its 
scope later expanded to include a host of 
others issues such as domestic violence, 
drug abuse, alcoholism etc. They are 
playing significant role in protecting and 
upholding the rights of the people of 
Manipur. They keep a watch on any 
unwanted behaviour in the society, be it 
related to drug abuse, they have also 
resisted the excessive acts of the security 
forces. They dare to get lathi charge, sit for 
hunger strike and even go to jail for a right 
cause. 

These women association are very 
strong and powerful bodies. Everybody 
tries to get them involved even for petty 
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personal problems so are the political parties and many other organizations sometimes for their own selfish 
political purpose. They are the fearless watchdog of the society. They have the whole society in mind. They 
aspire for prosperity of the whole society. Their complete involvement and their genuine interest in the 
welfare of the whole society is a known fact in the State of Manipur

The main objectives of the study were to understand the Women Organization (Meira Paibis) and 
explore their role of the in the society of Manipur.

The study was conducted in the State of Manipur. The data was collected in the month of February, 
2015. With guidance and list of the organizations available with the main head office of Meira Paibi under the 
aegis of Nupi Samaj, the key executive members of the organization were selected with the help of systematic 
random sampling method. Thus the sample of the study comprise of twenty respondents.

Both primary and secondary source of data was obtained from various sources. A Structured 
Interview Schedule was prepared as the formal tool of data collection. The methods of data collection 
included the personal interview, observation method and focus group discussion method. The collected data 
was processed through the computer with the help of SPSS package.

The findings and conclusions have been drawn on the basis of the primary data collected for the study.

The Results and discussions are based on the primary data especially collected for the study. These 
are the major findings and conclusions of the study and not exhaustive themselves. Following are the results 
of the study of the Women Organization (Meira Paibis):
ª40 percent of the respondents were aged between 46 - 55 years. About 60 percent of the respondents 

were found to be more than 55 years.
ª40 percent of the respondents expressed that their organization were 10-20 years old. 
ª50 percent of the respondents joined the organization by their own choice and another 50 percent 

joined by compulsion as many unwanted issues and problems were affecting the lives of the citizens.
ªIt is found that more 90 percent of the respondents faced problems working at night. 
ª80 percent of the respondents working hours were not fixed and small percent (10%) respondents were 

of the opinion that they worked almost 24 hours.
ªOnly 10 percent of the respondents offered professional services to their clients like counselling, 

vocational training and medical assistance to their clients. And 80 percentages of the respondents did 
not offered any professional services while 10 percent of the respondents referred their clients to other 
professional bodies.

ª90 percent of the respondents expressed that they deal with alcohol abuse problem quite frequent 
followed by drug abuse and family feuds. The respondents also informed the mode of dealing of such 
offenders. Some respondents referred to police (30%), some dealt with organization rules (30%) and 40 
respondents either referred to police or dealt with organization rules.

ªThe study found that the funds of more than 60 percent of the respondents’ organization were managed 
by members’ fees and contribution. And 80 percent of the respondents also admitted that they did not 
have any funds at present. 

ª80 percent respondents’ organization did not organize any fund raising programme. 
ªAll the respondents expressed that there were no professional trained workers in the organization.
ªHalf of the respondent did not receive any help/assistance from the police department when they 

approached. A small percent of the respondents received help from the police. 
ª70 percent of the respondents were found to organized hunger strike, rally and sit and protest as their 
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means of demonstration.
ªA majority of the percent of the respondents did not approach the government officials. 
ª70 percent of the respondents informed that lack of support from the government was the main 

difficulties they faced in carrying out their activities. And 30 percent mentioned shortage of funds as 
their main difficulty.

ªAbout 50 percent of the respondents expressed that they planned to make their organization more 
formal and organised. And 10 percent of the respondents wanted to expand their network of the 
organization to national level. About 40 percent respondent replied that they did not have any future 
plans for the organization at present

The study revealed that a majority of the respondents under study belonged to the age group of 46 
years to 55 years and above. This primary data reflects on the large concentration of married women of late 
middle aged and older people in the organization. More than one third of the organizations were more than 
10 years old and had a good experience. Half of the respondents who joined the organization by their own 
choice and another joined the organization through compulsion. According to these women, they felt it was 
their duty to safeguard their family and society from any dangers they faced. The study also revealed that a 
majority of the respondents faced problems working at night as they were women and their families were 
worried about their safety. So, they are constantly exposed to various threat from armies, substances abusers 
etc. Most of the respondents also expressed that they worked day and night and their working hours were not 
fixed. They were of the opinion that if situation demands, they are ready to come out from the four walls of 
their houses in order to protect the society. 

 The issues of oppression by military forces have come down but it’s still prevalent in the State. So, at 
present, the organization handled the problems of alcohol and substance abuse in their locality quite 
frequently. And a significant percent of the respondents preferred to deal such offenders according to their 
rules as they don’t trust the law enforcers of the state. They would punished them by making them pay heavy 
penalty to the victims’ family, beating up them by shoes/sticks, scorn them in public etc. Most of the 
organization’s funds were managed through members’ fees and contribution but still they faced shortage of 
funds and did not have any funds at present. And the government also do not heed their needs. Much of their 
expenses were spent on travelling/visiting victims’ homes, organizing rallies and helping the beneficiaries. 
And another important thing is that these organizations did not organize any fund raising programs even 
though most of the organizations were shortage of funds. They strongly believed that such fund raising 
programs were purely commercial and they depend solely on donation and members’ contribution for 
running the organizations.

The networking level with other organization was mostly at state level. They also expressed that they 
were trying their best to expand their networking to national level. Regarding the assistances from the  
government side, half of them expressed that they did not receive any help from the police and also did not 
approach the government officials as their attitude were unpredictable and could not be trusted. The 
difficulties they faced at present are lack of support from the government and shortage of funds. 

Indeed, it is a matter of great concern that the organizations which are working selflessly for the 
society have to undergo so many obstacles to sustain their organizations. The governments have become 
apathetic to their needs and demands. So, it is high time on the part of the government to realise that it is not 
the sole responsibility of the women’s organizations to protect and safeguard the society but also it is their 
responsibilities as well. So, there should be a constructive effort on the part of the state government agents to 
bridge the gaps between them and the efforts and various endeavours of these women’s organisations in 
making a better society.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
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SUGGESTIONS

REFERENCES:   

ªBased on the findings and conclusions, the study attempted to make some suggestions.
ªEven though the organization planned to expand their activities to national level, still they needed to 

work first from state level only. There was no doubt that these organization worked in a narrow 
geographical area. So, they first need to bring together the entire scattered organization properly under 
one roof and worked together. For that, these organizations need a centralised body which can look at 
the many small congregations of women in the state of Manipur.

ªOne of the important immediate requirements of the organization is office building which they don’t 
have at present. So, they should first focus on establishing a proper office where the common people can 
reach them easily. The government should allot them appropriate space for such organizations which 
are doing selfless services for the society.

ªThe organization should understand the law and regulations of the society and should not try to take law 
in their hand because nobody is above law.

ªThe organization should try to adapt and work closely with the police as this collaboration could yield 
fruitful result in combating undesirable activities in the society.

ªThe organization should employed and involved professional workers who can guide and planned their 
strategies carefully. The members of the organization should also go for professional trainings like 
attending workshops, seminars, skill development etc. in order to understand the present scenario 
especially while dealing with youths who are involve in anti social activities.

ªSince the society has bestowed their trust upon these organizations, they need to go beyond counselling 
services and add more facilities. They need to plan and arranged settlement for destitute women, 
domestic violence/land dispute victims etc.

ªThe organization should arrange more fund raising programmes otherwise they would not be able to 
execute their activities due to shortage of funds. There is an urgent need for a thought-through, co-
ordinated, long-term funding policy for such organizations on the part of the governments and donor 
NGOs. The public should also not hesitate to donate money to such organization as they exist for the sole 
purpose of protecting the society. 

ªThe government also should provide protective measures for these women organizations especially 
when they work at night.

ªTransparent and stable government is needed to combat the problems anti social activities in the State. 
Government should take more effective measures to stop alcoholic/substance abuse and other crimes 
in the State so as to maintain peace in the society. They can work in collaboration with these women 
organizations who are experienced in handling such unwanted problems of the society.
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