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ABSTRACT

Ashoka was a notable emperor of the Mauryan
dynasty who ruled much of the Indian subcontinent in the |
3rd century BCE. He is renowned for his contributions to the
landscape of ancient
Buddhism and
relationship with Hinduism has also been a subject of
interest. This article explores Ashoka's interactions with
Hinduism and his contributions to the development of

religious
patronage of

ancient Indian religions.
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INTRODUCTION :

The Mauryan dynasty
was one of the most influential
dynasties of ancient India, with
Ashoka being one of its most
prominent rulers. Ashoka's
reign was marked by his efforts
to promote religious. tolerance
and harmony, -as well as his
support for various religions.
While his contributions to
Buddhism and Jainism are well-
known, his relationship with

Hinduism is ‘also worth
exploring.
Ashoka's Interactions

with Hinduism: Hinduism as
we know it today did not exist
in the 3rd century BCE.
Nevertheless, there were
certainly elements of what we

would ~consider Hinduism in
Ashoka's time. Ashoka is known
to. have. given donations to
Brahmins ' and other religious
figures,—-and he also supported
the construction of various Hindu
temples and shrines. However,
his primary focus was on
promoting Buddhism and other
religions, rather than Hinduism
specifically.

Ashoka's Contributions to
the Religious Landscape of
Ancient India: Ashoka's reign was
marked by his efforts to promote
religious tolerance and harmony.
He issued edicts that emphasized
the importance of respecting all
religions and allowing people to
practice their own faiths without
fear of persecution. He also

the

promoted
Buddhism and Jainism, which

spread  of

helped to establish these
religions as major players in
ancient Indian society. Ashoka's
support for these religions
helped to spread their influence
beyond the Indian subcontinent,
with Buddhism in particular
becoming a major world religion.

CONCLUSION:

Ashoka's contributions to
the religious landscape of ancient
India were significant and far-
reaching. While his primary focus
was on promoting Buddhism and
Jainism, his support for other
religions, including Hinduism,
was also notable. Ashoka's
efforts to promote religious
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tolerance and harmony continue to be an inspiration for people around the world, and his legacy as a
champion of religious freedom and diversity remains relevant to this day.
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