
 
Review of Research                                                               

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world 

1 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION SYSTEM OF VILLAGE IN ANCIENT 
INDIA 
 
 
Dr. Mohammadrafiq H. Mulla 

 

Assistant Professor of History , 

Kittel Arts College Dharwad. 

 
ABSTRACT: 
 Since earliest times, the village has been the pivot of 
administration in India. Its importance was naturally very 
great in an age when communication were slow and 
industrialisation unknown. Town played a relatively 
unimportant part in ancient Indian life, the Vedic hymns 
frequently prey for the prosperity of village, but rarely for that 
of towns and cities. While describing the prosperity of a 
kingdom, Jatakas proudly give the large number of prosperous 
villages included in it, but are altogether oblivious to the 
existence of towns and cities that may flourished in it. In the 
Vedic age, states were small and this circumstance further 

enhanced the importance of the village. In later times, even when kingdoms became large, there was no 
change in the situation, because the village was the natural pivot of administration in a rural society. In 
modern times, governors often convene a conference of collectors to discuss important question of 
administrative policy ; in ancient times kings like Bimbisara used to convene a meeting of village headmen 
for similar purpose. There is no doubt that village were the real centres of social life and important units in 
the country's economy. They sustained the edifice of national culture, prosperity and administration. The 
object of this paper is to search of Village Administration or local self - Government in Ancient India. 
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INTRODUCTION  
In the authoritative 
framework in antiquated 
period, diverse arrangement 
of organization of India to be 
has existed at various period. 
The most punctual reference 
can be followed to the Indian 
valley progress From 
uncovering, researchers have 
reached resolution that 
legislature in Indian valley 
Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa 
was deliberate its significant 
was normally extremely 
incredible in age when 
correspondence were  

moderate and industrialization 
obscure. Town had a generally 
immaterial influence in old Indian 
life; the Vedic psalms every now 
and again appeal to God for the 
success of the towns, however 
seldom for that town and urban 
communities while portraying the 
thriving of the realm Jatakas 
gladly give countless prosperous 
towns remembered for it, yet the 
all together neglectful of the 
presence of town and urban areas 
that may have prospered in it. In 
the Vedic age, as indicated as of 
now, status were little and there 
situation for their upgraded the 
significance of the town. In later 
occasions, ever when realm 
turned out to be huge, they was  

no adjustment in the 
circumstance, become the town 
was common rotate of 
organization in the rustic culture. 
The town headman headed 
controlled the town. The town 
government was conveyed under 
the supervision of the town 
headman. He is otherwise called 
gramani. In northern India he was 
called garmika in northern India 
and mununda in the eastern India, 
pattakila in Maharashtra, gavunda 
in Karnataka and mahattaka or 
Karnataka. There was just a single 
headman for every town. His post 
was innate. Government reserved 
the privilege to select another 
scion of the family if the 
progression of the child was not  
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endorsed. He ordinarily had a place with a non Brahmin position. He was the pioneer of the town 
equipped power and may have regularly had a place with the Kshatriya position. 

Headman's organization was spoken to on the board of ratnins in the Vedic time frame and he 
shows up practically like a town ruler. Protection of the town was the most significant obligation of the 
town headman. Life was increasingly agitated in old occasions and because of moderate interchanges 
the assistance of the Central Government couldn't be normal at a critical time. The residents must act 
naturally dependent.  
 Assortment of the administration income was additionally a significant obligation of the town 
headman. He was the overseer of the vital records. He completed crafted by assortment in interview 
with the town committee. The headman was additionally the ex-officio leader of town committee. He 
was compensated by lease free land and furthermore gets various insignificant contribution in kind, 
which the residents needed to pay to the administration. He was the most compelling individual in the 
town. He was quick to secure the interests of the individuals.  
 Town office needed to track rights and moves of the town lands, just as papers associated with 
the administration duty and their acknowledgment. They needed to organize with the area specialists 
and focal government and the choices and goals of the town board must be recorded likewise. This 
work was endowed to town bookkeeper. His post was additionally inherited. There is clear proof to 
show that they incorporated all the town householders. Town congregations were held so as to settle 
significant issues.  
 In Indian valley balance was trailed by the Vedic time period. In the Rig Vedic period association 
units were known as 'Kul', 'Gram' and 'Vish' Gram or town involved the neighboring hours hold. In the 
political game plan of the Rig Vedic period the smallest unit was the family. The most established 
individual in the family became in head. The town included a social occasion of families. The pioneer of 
the town was known as 'Gramini' who went about as definitive head. Social event of town was known as 
the 'Vish' and its head was 'Vishpati' Nemerous 'Vishas' involved a 'Jan' who key authority was known 
as 'Gopa' this was a huge office and supportively the ruler himself became 'Gopa'. The town was 
guideline part of the association. 
 There is no uncertainty that resident were the genuine focuses of public activity and significant 
units in the Country's economies. The supported the structure of national culture, property and 
organization. 
 
Village Council: 

The Village gatherings seem to have developed in to ordinary bodies in the 'Gupta' period in any 
event same piece of India. They were known as 'Panchayats' or 'Grampanchayat' in contrail India and 
Graayanapadas in Bihar. The huge number of fixing of the distinctive town board (Janapadan) have 
been found at Nalanda which certainly fixed the letter sout for them to the overseer of Nalanda college. 
On the off chance that appears to be practically sure that the town board in Bihar had created in to 
formal bodies, meeting normally to execute managerial business and imparting their choices to 
aoutsides in formal and fixed correspondences.  
 Town seniors known as Mahattaras practical in the Pallave and vakataka realm. Be that as it 
may, one do no know wheather they had built up an ordinary chamber. Engravings from Gujarat and 
Deccan, nonetheless, show that from 600 AD the town seniors used to delegate a conventional official 
networks of their own, differently known as - Mahattaradhikarns either articulation meaning town 
senior in office or force. Rajputaha additionally indicated where the official of the town get together was 
known as 'Panchkula', it work under the direction of headman known as Mahanta. It was veryl 
significant body. Engravings of chala tradition empower to us. 
 
The Village Headman: 
 The town government was generally done under the supervision and course of the town 
headman. He is called 'Gramini' in the Vedic writing and figuers much of the time in the jataka. The 
Arthshashtra of Kautilyas validates his significant part in the organization and engraving of practically 
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all the regions allude to him during the friest thousand years of the Christian period. He was called 
'Gramika' or 'Grameyaka' in northern India. By rank, he was normally non Brahmin. He was the pioneer 
of town volunteer army, and thusly he may have frequently has a place with the kshitriya.  
 The head man was the most significant official in the town organization. His request was spoken 
to as the board of downpour is in the Vedic time frame. Safeguard of the town was the most significant 
obligation of the town headman; he was the official accountable for its state army and with the ward. He 
was most persuasive individual in the villate. 'Shukraniti' said that, "he resembled the dad and the 
mother of the residents is considerably valid. " Thought the mindful to the focal government, he was 
commonly a man of the individuals and keep to ensure their advantage.  
 The town headman and records were the two common officials of the town government. Jatakas 
educate us that neither the town headman for the town. bookkeeper managed over the town network 
as indicated by their sweet will. The two of them are direction to organization to exhibit an increasingly 
itemized image of the constitution and capacity of the town congregations and their official panel in 
Tamilnadu town. 
 
Village Administration 
 The town organization framework was significant the organization keep up harmony and 
arrange and perform obligations of magistracy and legal executive. Right now was a self-sufficient unit 
and instrument was the town panchayat.  
 The legislature of thi town was completed on by five sub advisory groups of Sabha. All 
individuals worked in the privileged limit and held office of on year. They could be that as it may, be 
evacuated prior. Whenever saw as blameworthy of offense, it was felt that all accomplished and 
qualified inhabitant on the town jump on chance to serve on the different subcommittees individual 
whose character was loos, or who had been seen as blameworthy of misappropriation of open assets, 
were suspended from part dispatch as additionally their close to family members. It isn't to be assumed 
that these principles about the capabilities of individuals were of unbending and all inclusive 
application even in the event of 'Agrahara' town. 
 
Village Sabha and Sub-committee 
 The town sabha has continuously developed out of well known get-together of prior period 
which talked about social, strict and political issues in discriminately at their gatherings as there was 
not really any differentiation made in such issues of the time. The base age capability for part was 35 in 
others to. Now and again individuals became re-qualified for political decision following three years, in 
other following five or even ten years. The quantity of elements of the sub-advisory groups additionally 
contrasted by the requirements of the circumstance and the region.  
 Each sabha was typically the archileef of its own constitution. The most punctual known 
constitution, that of the 'Mahasabha' was shaped by the body itself at an extraordinary gathering of 
residents persuaded by the beat of drums. At the point when alteration got important in the 
constitution, they likewise were normally considered and passed the 'Sabha' itself individuals from 
various sub-advisory groups were chosen by drawing parts. A few designations were made of each the 
thirty expressions of the town, the name of every chosen one being put on the different ticket.  
 The primary sub-comittee was the enormous if nursery and plantations, the second 
administered the town tank and the dissemination of water; the third released the significant capacity 
of setting questions. The fourth board of trustees ws known as the gold council; its capacity was as state 
gold for all individuals unbiasedly. This board of trustees normally comprised for master in the 
craftsmanship. The fifth subcommittee was known as 'Panchwara' board of trustees; its capacities are 
not clear.  

Notwithstanding their five boards of trustees there was a general advisory group of supervision 
known as Annual panel just understanding and older folks, who had recently served a different councils 
were qualified for the enrollment of the body. The numbers and elements of the sub boards of trustees 
normally fluctuated by the requirements and situation of every town and land review is unveiled by on 
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record its capacity more likely than not been study and clasiy terrains and make sure that the 
administration's evaluation was reasonable and evenhanded. A sanctuary board of trustees is alluded to 
in another. Some agrahara towns had their own schools; the had probabli instruction advisory group. 
The town congregations had built up a standard committee in Bihar, Rajputana, Contral India, 
Maharashtra and Karnataka in any event in the Gupta time frame and post Gupta period. In the 
south India if there should be an occurrence of atmospheres like starvations, they used to raise an open 
credit by Moral maturing the normal grounds at any rate in Cholas age.  
 The town chamber used to sort out a few works of open utility. Endeavors were made to bring 
woodland and waste grounds under development so as to build the abundance of the town. The town 
office needed to kept record of rights and moved to town land likewise papers associated with town 
terrains and income. 
 
CONCLUSION  
 Old India had an enormous quantities of the organization frameworks. The antiquated Indian 
history stretched out more than a few centuries and we need not be astounded in the event that we 
don't discover consistency in the regulatory framework. Before we think about the commonplace, 
divisional and locale level it could important to comprehend the town managerial framework in 
antiquated India. as in present day so in old day a few locale and divisions were little while same others 
were enormous, yet the town organization were assumed significant job in growing the significance of 
the antiquated state.  
 In antiquated India town has been rotate of organization. Its importantce was normally 
extremely incredible in the period when correspondence was moderate and industrialization was 
obscure. While depicting the flourishing of realm, Jatakas gladly give the enormous quantities of 
prosperous towns included it. In the Vedic age as indicated as of now, states were little and its situation 
further improved the significance of the town. In the cutting edge times governors regularly persuade a 
meeting of collators to talk about the significant issues of regulatory strategy. In antiquated occasions 
lords take Bimbisara and Ashoka used to persuade a gatherings of town headmen for comparative 
reason. There are no uncertainty the towns were genuine focuses of public activity and significant units 
of the nation's economy.  
 The town government was normally conveyed under the supervision and course of town head 
men he is called Gramini. The assortment of the administration income was the following significant 
obligation of the town organization. The town was the caretaker of essential records. The town boards 
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Northern India delighted in such impressive forces concerning the 
assortment and reduction and land income as where controlled by the chola committee.  
 The settlement of the town questions was one of the most significant elements of the town 
gathering. The hypothesis of some early scholars that the town chamber of panchayat owed their legal 
forces to winning rebellion. It is most significant that the focal government practiced just an 
extraordinary supervision and authority over the town congregations and their boards. 
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