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ABSTRACT :  

Indian painting has a very long tradition and history in Indian art. 
The earliest Indian paintings were the rock paintings of pre-historic times, 
the petroglyphs as found in places like Bhimbetka rock shelters, some of 
the Stone Age rock paintings found among the Bhimbetka rock shelters are 
approximately 30,000 years old.[1] India's Buddhist literature is replete 
with examples of texts which describe palaces of the army and the 
aristocratic class embellished with paintings, but the paintings of the 
Ajanta Caves are the most significant of the few survivals. Smaller scale 
painting in manuscripts was probably also practised in this period, though 
the earliest survivals are from the medieval period. Mughal painting represented a fusion of the Persian 
miniature with older Indian traditions, and from the 17th century its style was diffused across Indian princely 
courts of all religions, each developing a local style. Company paintings were made for British clients under 
the British raj, which from the 19th century also introduced art schools along Western lines, leading to 
modern Indian painting, which is increasingly returning to its Indian roots. 
 
KEYWORDS : Indian painting , rock paintings , Indian traditions. 
 
INTRODUCTION :  
 Indian paintings provide an aesthetic continuum that extends from the early civilization to the 
present day. From being essentially religious in purpose in the beginning, Indian painting has evolved over 
the years to become a fusion of various cultures and traditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indian Mural Paintings will be works of art made on dividers of caverns and castles. The most 
punctual proof of wall paintings is the lovely frescoes painted on the caverns of Ajanta and Ellora, likewise 
on the Bagh caverns and Sittanvasal. In the old contents and writing, there were numerous confirmations of 
wall painting works of art. 

As per Vinaya Pitaka, the prominent concubine of Vaishali, Amrapali utilized painters to paint the 
rulers, dealers and traders of that time on the dividers of her castle. There are additionally various 
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references in ancient writings to 'Chitragaras' or exhibitions kept up by the rulers and rulers. 
 
History of Indian Mural Paintings  

The historical backdrop of Indian wall paintings starts in most punctual and early medieval occasions, 
from second century BC to eighth - tenth century AD. There are in excess of 20 areas in India containing wall 
paintings from this period that generally incorporates normal surrenders and shake cut chambers. The 
soonest enduring wall painting depictions in the Indian subcontinent are those of Ajanta. The depictions of 
Ajanta were made in two stages and the most established dated to around the second century B.C. The 
awesome last stage was around the fifth century A.D., under the support of the Vakatakas. 

 
Features of Indian Mural Paintings  

The Mural Paintings are nearly not the same as every single other type of illustrative workmanship. 
The two noteworthy qualities which make them critical are their natural connection to design and expansive 
open significance. The Indian wall paintings are wealthy in expressive reasonableness. 

The use of shading, plan, and topical treatment in wall painting sketches has the capacity to achieve 
an extraordinary change in the impression of spatial extents of the structure. Wall painting Paintings are the 
main type of work of art which is genuinely three-dimensional, since it adjusts and shares a given space. 

The shading materials on the wall painting artistic creations in old India were gotten from the normal 
materials like earthenware, chalk, red ochre and yellow ochre blended with creature fat. The subjects 
incorporated the figures of individuals and creatures, chasing, family scenes, court life, gods and stories from 
Budhhist 'Jataka'. The antiquated painters did the paintings with master hands and attentive eyes. This is 
clear from the cavern works of art of Ajanta, which were made during second century BC and proceeded till 
the fifth sixth century AD by the enlivening themes, swarmed structures, figure types and subtleties of 
ensembles. The other noteworthy wall painting works of art of this period are found at Bagh in Madhya 
Pradesh, caverns of Badami in Karnataka, Sittannavasal in Tamil Nadu and the Kailashanatha sanctuary in 
Ellora, Maharashtra of eighth century AD and known for their straight styles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mud mortar had been connected in two coats - the primary was unpleasant so as to fill in the pores 
of the stones and after that a last layer of lime mortar is connected over it. The Mural painting occurred in 
stages. The line is attracted red ochre the hues are connected and the forms are reestablished in dark 
colored, dark red or dark. The colors that were required for the paints were from nearby volcanic rocks 
except for light dark. Creature paste and vegetable gums were likewise utilized. The outward appearances 
were featured by patches of light hues. So as to make deception of profundity different techniques were 
utilized. 
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF INDIAN MURAL PAINTINGS  
Following are the different Indian mural paintings:  
Tempera Painting: Tempera painting is finished by readiness of color into a water-miscible medium. These 
works of art are gone for getting wanted consistency the fine art while teaching design basics.  
Oil Painting: Oil Painting is a standard of painting in oil hues which grasps suspension of shades into drying 
oils. This strategy offers an extraordinary blend of tones or shading which gives it a separated selectiveness 
among other liquid painting mediums. 
Fresco Painting: Fresco Painting is an old practice that immerses painting of water-put together shades with 
respect to as of late connected mortar, more often than not on divider faã§ade. The hues to be utilized in 
sketches are set up by crushing dry-powder shades in unadulterated water.  
Encaustic Painting: Encaustic painting practice includes blend of shades with hot, fluid wax, which are 
connected consistently over the artistic creation plane. It is trailed by squeezing of a warming part over them 
until the individual brush imprints evaporates to make up a slim and even layer. 
 
POPULAR INDIAN MURAL PAINTINGS  

In Arunachal Pradesh and Tripura superb painting works have been found. Ladakh is known for its 
divider depictions in Alchi and Hemis religious communities, made on eleventh twelfth century and the Spiti 
Valley in Himachal Pradesh is known for its Buddhist works of art in the gomphas of Tabo Monastery. 

North India has a rich legacy of wall painting artworks even before the Mughal time frame. The 
paintings at the Vishnu Temple situated at Madanpur in Lalitpur region of Uttar Pradesh of twelfth century 
AD uncovers the skilful hands of the painters. Despite the fact that the Mughal period is known generally for 
the miniatures, the captivating paintings adorned on the dividers of fortresses and royal residences of Akbar 
and Jahangir unobtrusively discusses the impact of Persian styles. The Mughal painting conventions 
impacted the Rajput painting. The divider compositions in Deeg, Bundi, Jaipur, Ajmer, Jodhpur and different 
places in Rajasthan are very persuading. 

South India likewise got rich convention of wall painting depictions. In the rule of Cholas, 
Vijayanagaras and Nayakas, this workmanship achieved the peak. The Deccan craft of Bijapur, Hyderabad, 
and Golconda schools were affected by the Mughal customs and later by European colloquialism. Maratha 
wall paintings are additionally formed under the Mogul customs and utilized oil as medium. The painting 
specialty of Kerala distinctively portrayed on the dividers of sanctuaries and landmarks show hints of 
European proclivity. 

 
On India's great painting tradition, which travelled across Asia and created a vision that shaped the culture 
of the continent. 

INDIA has perhaps the best convention of painting of the old world. A high level of specialized 
greatness was accomplished even in all respects early occasions, and the craftsmanship, conceived out of 
the profound way of thinking of the land, was effortless and heavenly. 
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Visvantara Jataka, Cave 17, Ajanta, Maharashtra, fifth century. The painters' comprehension of 

viewpoint is found in the retreating columns and in the circular mouth of the pitcher. The bending strings 
of the tote that Princess Madri dangles are a superb portrayal of development. 

The soonest enduring works of art in the Indian subcontinent are those of Ajanta. The works of art 
here were made in two stages. The most seasoned date to around the second century B.C. The superb last 
stage was around the fifth century A.D., under the support of the Vakatakas who managed the Deccan.  

The subjects are scenes from the life of the Buddha and the Jatakas, accounts of his past births. 
These sketches bring to us incredible magnificence of structure, with very fine rendering which confers a 
feeling of volume and roundedness. However, in the midst of the delicate and rich excellence of the world, 
these artworks continually take us to that which is inside. The incomparable Bodhisattvas (searchers of 
truth) who are painted upon the dividers of Ajanta, consistently search inside. It is this life of the soul which 
overruns the whole universe of these artworks.  

Ajanta is known to be the source and motivation of Buddhist depictions over the entire of Asia. 
The refined old convention of painting, which was acquired by the craftsmen of Ajanta, was 

recorded as the Chitrasutra of the Vishnudharmottara Purana. This was a verbal convention, which would 
have come over numerous hundreds of years, went on through organizations of painters. It was written on 
paper by maybe the fifth or sixth century A.D. This old treatise puts a complex language structure in the 
hands of the painter. In any case, he is educated that standards don't make the artistic creation. It must be 
given its very own actual existence by the painter.  

As opposed to what is commonly known, there are a few leftovers of antiquated artistic creations 
found in all sides of the subcontinent, having a place with for all intents and purposes each time of the most 
recent 1,500 years and the sky is the limit from there. These presentation the reality of an incredible and 
bound together convention of painting in old India.  

There are parts of works of art of the season of Ajanta which make due at numerous Buddhist 
cavern locales, including Pitalkhora close Ellora, in Maharashtra.  

Nine caverns were exhumed on the inclines of the Vindhya slopes over the Bagh stream during the 
rule of the Guptas, between the fourth and sixth hundreds of years A.D. Lamentably the works of art on the 
dividers of these caverns have been for all intents and purposes lost to the attacks of time. Propagations of 
prior occasions demonstrate that, as at Ajanta, the Buddhist canvases of Bagh present a feeling of stillness. 
There is all the movement of life but then a significant feeling of harmony upon the essences of the painted 
figures.  

Next to no of the works of art get by in the sixth century Hindu caverns of Badami in Karnataka. As at 
Bagh, what remains brings out the enchantment of a universe of painted magnificence when every one of 
the dividers and roofs were secured with paintings.  
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Meanwhile, in the seventh century, the Pallava lords of what is presently Tamil Nadu gave 
extravagant and wonderful articulation to subjects identifying with Siva in the artistic creations in the 
sanctuaries of Panamalai and Kailashanatar in Kancheepuram. 

 

 
Admirer gathering lotuses, Sittannavasal, Tamil Nadu, ninth century. The figure is made with a 

lilting beauty, similar to the stalks of the lotuses he accumulates. The blooms are painted with an 
extraordinary feeling of delicacy and magnificence and are as enormous as the people and creatures in the 
artistic creation.  

The specialties in the external mobile way of the Kailashanatar sanctuary were once shrouded with 
compositions in splendid hues. Hints of these are as yet recognizable. In these artistic creations, we see the 
beginnings of a feeling of magnificent glory spoke to through craftsmanship, in the accentuation on the 
portrayal of rich crowns and adornments.  

In the ninth century Jain cavern of Sittannavasal in Tamil Nadu, there is a wonderful lotus lake 
painted on the roof. It is a scene of the reliable social event lotuses to put upon the resting spot of a 
Tirthankara, a Jain holy person. Elephants, bison, geese and fish skip in the water, which is flooding with 
wonderful lotuses. The painter has utilized the event to display a blissful world. He brings to us a feeling of 
eminent joy; as fish swim in the waters, an elephant seems to grin, and delicate men accumulate lotuses 
bigger than themselves. 

Meanwhile, the heavenly Kailashnath sanctuary had been cut out of a mountain at Ellora in the 
eighth century. The dividers and roofs of this sanctuary were once secured with wall paintings. Parts of 
these, which remain, demonstrate the magnificence and nature of the craftsmanship.  

There are likewise canvases of the late ninth century in the Jain caverns at Ellora. The painters here 
proceed with the more seasoned convention however with commitments of their own. Other than the 
naturalism and beauty acquired from Ajanta, the figures painted here are stylised and stretched. These are 
noteworthy changes, which, in later years, are reflected in artistic creations over the entire of India.  

In the core of the Brihadeeswara sanctuary in Thanjavur in Tamil Nadu, secured by enormous 
dividers of stone, are the best compositions of the subject of Siva at any point painted. Towards the finish of 
the tenth century, King Rajaraja Chola communicated his commitment and furthermore his capacity and 
greatness by authorizing wall paintings on an astounding scale.  

The hues in the artistic creations are delicate and curbed, the lines firm and crooked and the 
articulations consistent with life. Like never before previously, we see the specialists' extravagant utilization 
of embellishments of crowns and adornments, depicting the imperial wonder of the occasions. 
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Lord Rajaraja Chola and Guru Karuvurar Brihadeeswara sanctuary, Tamil Nadu, eleventh century. 

This is the most punctual imperial representation in Indian painting. With regards to old conventions, the 
master is given significance and the lord is indicated remaining behind him. 

At a height of more than 3,000 meters, the infertile desert level of Ladakh is an entrancing cauldron 
of societies. In past times, this was not a disconnected spot; it was a functioning focal point of exchange.  

In the eleventh century, King Yeshe Od of Guge assembled 108 cloisters over his kingdom in Ladakh, 
western Tibet, Kinnaur and Lahaul-Spiti. Skilled workers and craftsmen from Kashmir were welcomed by 
Yeshe Od and they developed and painted these religious communities, which were to turn into the 
foundation of trans-Himalayan Buddhism.  

The way of thinking of Vajrayana Buddhism offers another way towards achieving illumination. The 
admirer heaps of the divinity and, by engrossing the characteristics represented in the picture, he turns into 
the god himself. Therefore, artistic creations are significant for Vajrayana Buddhists as a fundamental piece 
of religious practice.  

The religious community of Alchi is a desert garden of excellence and shading amidst the 
tremendous and desolate scene of Ladakh. The dhoti of an Avalokitesvara statue in the three-storeyed 
sanctuary of Alchi has the absolute most perfect compositions. These are the main enduring visual portrayals 
of the way of life and engineering of old Kashmir.  

One of the perfect works of art of the Alchi artworks is the Green Tara. We see here the sublime 
molding of the structure with skilful concealing. There is additionally the portrayal of the projecting eye 
which reaches out past the line of the face. This is a show in Indian painting, which was first found in the wall 
paintings of Ellora.  

The Kashmiri specialists present a vivacious world, with the elegance and magnificence of structure 
coming to them from the old style Indian convention. The rich materials and brightening components of 
these works of art are amazing and they demonstrate that the specialists had acclimatized the customs 
coming to them from Gandhara and Central Asia. 
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Goddess Tara, Alchi, Ladakh, eleventh century. This is a portrayal of the Goddess as a hero. She is 
encompassed by portrayals of numerous feelings of trepidation and the figures go to her for insurance. 
There is a feeling of enlivened development got in these little figures, as the goddess remains in stately 
greatness. 

The Kashmiri style was fundamentally in charge of the flawless divider artworks still found in the 
wonderful religious communities at Alchi, Mangyu and Sumda in Ladakh, in the Tabo cloister in the Spiti 
valley and in the Nako cloister in Kinnaur locale, Himachal Pradesh.  

On the western edge of the trans-Himalayan level in Spiti is the cloister complex of Tabo. This has all 
the earmarks of being one of the first among the 108 cloisters worked by Yeshe Od. It is dated around A.D. 
996.  

The depictions here show close likeness to Alchi. The crooked and even misrepresented body 
structures and the supple lines demonstrate a type of painting which is interestingly Kashmiri.  

The religious community of Nako, in Kinnaur region of Himachal Pradesh, contains four sanctuaries 
inside a fenced in area of mud dividers. The divider works of art at Nako show a significant delicacy of 
execution and an internal effortlessness.  

The conventions of Vajrayana Buddhist canvases, which were laid at the season of the stupendous 
origination of King Yeshe Od's 108 religious communities, proceeded in the hundreds of years to come. From 
Ladakh in the west to Arunachal Pradesh in the east, over the most noteworthy heaps of the world, is the 
one area which has a solid custom of Indian wall painting. 
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Parvati with her sidekicks, Lepakshi, Andhra Pradesh, sixteenth century. This vivacious works of 
art mirrors the cosmopolitan culture of the Vijayanagar domain. The rich and changed materials are 
amazing. The rakish highlights and distending eye show the skillet Indian medieval customs of paintaing. 

Somewhere down in the core of the fields, in the Lalitpur region of Uttar Pradesh, stand the Siva and 
Vishnu sanctuaries, which are known as the Kacheris. The Choti Kacheri has on the roof the remaining parts 
of wonderful compositions of the thirteenth century. These are incredibly important as, after the 
fragmentary stays at Nalanda and Satdhara, these are the most established enduring artworks of the 
northern fields in India.  

After the eleventh century, the craft of painting came to unmistakable quality again during the 
standard of the Vijayanagar rulers from the fourteenth century onwards. In the cosmopolitan air of Hampi 
and different locales, we see fine instances of wall painting works of art.  

The roof of the Virupaksha sanctuary in Hampi is secured with artworks of the fifteenth century. 
There is effortlessness and power in the style of the artistic creations. A feeling of development and vitality is 
gotten in the painted figures.  

In these artworks, there is a profound entwining of the narrative of the Vijayanagar realm and its 
rulers with the tales of the divine beings they trusted in. There is additionally an artistic creation of the 
parade of the worshipped sage Vidyaranya, who was the profound coach of the authors of the Empire.  

The sanctuary at Lepakshi was worked in the sixteenth century by the Nayaka siblings, Virupanna 
and Viranna, at a focal point of exchange and journey in the Vijayanagar realm. The works of art on the roof 
of the mandapa here are probably the best wall painting artistic creations of the medieval period in India.  

Lepakshi presents the extravagance and shade of an incredible cosmopolitan culture. It presents one 
of the extraordinary minutes in Indian painting. There is a feeling of exuberance here, which is upgraded by 
the delineation of the distending eye. The exuberance is likewise passed on by rakish highlights and by the 
crested corners of garments. 

 

  
 

Flute player, Fatephur Sikri, sixteenth century. In spite of the fact that Mughal miniatures are 
notable and praised, few realize that wall paintings were likewise appointed by the Mughal rulers. This 
artistic creation is in the inside of Mariam's Palace and portrays a Western woman playing the flute. 



 
 
INDIAN OLD MURAL PAINTINGS                                                                                                                              vOlUme - 7 | issUe - 9 | JUne - 2018   

_____________________________________________________________________           

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Available online at www.lbp.world 

9 
 

 

Legends related with Siva and Parvati, Krishna and Rama were painted on the dividers of castles and 
sanctuaries in Kerala from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century.  

There is another feeling of intensity and grandness which one finds in the painted lords of Kerala. 
The way of concealing to portray volume helps us to remember Ajanta and Alchi. Each figure here is 
overwhelming. Their appendages are solid and their bodies are full and firm. The divine beings painted are 
glad, lively and defensive. The colloquialism of Kerala is one of a kind. Its cozy relationship to the old move 
dramatizations of the land are found in the detailed headgear and the overwhelming structures.  

In the sixteenth century, under the Mughal head Akbar, the craft of painting was resuscitated in 
northern India after numerous hundreds of years. The best miniatures were made in the court of Akbar and 
the heads who succeeded him. At Fatehpur Sikri, the capital city worked by Akbar, we have the leftovers of 
wall painting artistic creations. These are fine compositions and are fundamentally the same as the 
miniatures of that period. There are portrayals of occupied commercial centers, elephants and pony riders 
and a delineation of a flute player.  

The Bundelas, who were incredible in focal India, established the city of Orccha in 1531. Painting 
works of art were made on the dividers of the considerable number of castles inside the grand Orccha 
stronghold. The Raj Mahal was totally embellished with wall painting canvases of the seventeenth century. 
What survives from these shows a mix of the two most critical styles of painting in India around then - the 
Mughal and the Rajput. The articulations are frequently delicate. Presentation to the Mughal court has 
likewise prompted a feeling of dignified modernity.  

There are enduring wall painting sketches from the seventeenth century onwards in Rajasthan. They 
present a fluctuated embroidered artwork, with the steady association of the indigenous figure of speech of 
wall painting and the impacts originating from the magnificent Mughal court. 

 

  
 

Krishna with a Gaja, Bhojanshala, Amer Palace, Rajasthan, c. seventeenth century. These 
straightforward yet refined illustrations have a simple common sense, which is reminiscent of antiquated 
Indian workmanship. The twinkle in the eye of the elephant is with regards to the Indian craftsman's 
affectability towards al types of life. 

The best divider works of art of Rajasthan are found in the Bhojanshala of the Amer Palace close 
Jaipur. These are impeccable illustrations of the seventeenth century, on Vaishnava subjects. In delineating 
the awesome pictures, the craftsman seems to rise above himself. The illustrations are made in boards upon 
the divider and are little in scale for wall paintings. Nonetheless, the painter's affectability and legit portrayal 
makes a closeness between the watcher and the composition.  
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Rajasthan was on the real exchange courses of past times. The zone of Shekhawati has a grouping of 
nineteenth and twentieth century havelis which are bountifully painted. The depictions here mirror the 
richness of the prospering exchanging network, the Marwaris.  

The social effect of the abrupt introduction to European impacts is reflected in the shifted and 
aimless delineation of a wide exhibit of subjects. These range from the everlasting religious topics to the new 
innovations which the merchants would have found in their visits to the real port urban areas.  

The verdant Pahari slopes saw the best continuation of the custom of paintings in India. The 
eighteenth and nineteenth century artistic creations on the dividers of the Rang Mahal in Chamba are 
among the best enduring instances of Pahari wall paintings.  

The topics are generally religious and the styles are firmly identified with those of the scaled down 
works of art of the district. We see fine articulations, the refinement of Pahari miniatures, and an 
extravagant and blissful feeling of life. 

 

  
 

Siva, Shivdwala sanctuary, Chamba, Himachal Pradesh, c. eighteenth century. The works of art of 
the sanctuary uncover a universe of magnificence and blamelessness. Siva is delineated with 
extraordinary delicacy as a delicate and cherishing god. 

Orissa, in the eastern fields of India, is a place where there is the rich continuation of antiquated 
culture. The eighteenth century depictions on the dividers of the Viranchinarayan Temple at Buguda are the 
absolute best enduring wall paintings of that period in India.  

These are an uncommon case of the continuation of the old Indian wall painting convention. These 
dislike miniatures made upon the dividers. The subjects are from the Ramayana. The feeling of humankind 
and modesty in these canvases help one to remember the best of old Indian works of art.  

The wall paintings of Punjab maybe speak to the last period of divider works of art in India. We see 
here conceals of authenticity from the convention of Mughal miniatures but faces that are unmistakably of 
the Punjab. The subjects and the way are profoundly established in the neighborhood culture. There is a 
tranquil feeling of nobility, which rises in the best of these works of art. Wall painting works of art are 
discovered covered up away in sanctuaries amidst occupied commercial centers in Amritsar, in sanctuaries in 
towns, for example, Kishankot, and in Qila Mubarak and Qila Androon in the Patiala stronghold.  
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In antiquated occasions, the philosophical thoughts of Hinduism and Buddhism spread from India to 
for all intents and purposes each side of Asia. As workmanship was an indispensable piece of life and 
religion, the ideas of Indian craftsmanship spread far and wide, alongside theory. 

 

  
 

Lakshmana, Viranchinarayan sanctuary, Orissa, c. eighteenth century. While Lakshmana hones his 
bolt, monkeys and different creatures are occupied with perky action. The rakish and stylised maxim of 
painting, seen here and in the original copies of Orissa, made a trip to Bali in Indonesia where it is seen till 
today. 

In 1930, Laurence Binyon, Director of the British Museum, stated: "Whoever concentrates the 
specialty of China and Japan, at whatever point he starts, begins a lengthy, difficult experience which will 
lead him eventually to Ajanta." Scholars in every Asian nation follow the foundations of their exemplary 
works of art to the wall paintings of India.  

The compositions of the fifth century of Sigiriya and of the twelfth century of Polonnaruva in Sri 
Lanka; wall painting artistic creations of the twelfth thirteenth century pagodas of Bagan in Myanmar and 
the exemplary works of art of the Horyuji sanctuary in Japan intently mirror the conventions of Indian 
artworks.  

The craft of Asia has been educated by a profound vision of the endless agreement of the world. It is 
this vision of life which molded the beauty and types of the works of art of Ajanta. The workmanship went 
with its way of thinking of sympathy crosswise over Asia to make a dream that formed the way of life of an 
entire mainland. 
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