
 

 
Review of ReseaRch 

issN: 2249-894X 
impact factoR : 5.7631(Uif) 

volUme - 9 | issUe - 3 | DecembeR - 2019  
                                                             

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world 

1 
 

SERVING THE CASTE, GENDER AND IDENTITY ON PLATES 
 
 

Dr. Yakkaldevi A. S. 
Assistant Professor , Department Of Sociology. 

 
 

ABSTRACT 
In the event that for getting healthy, the kind of food 

you eat is everything, at that point what am I? - Geetha Kothari  
Utilization of prepared nourishment is viewed as a 

characteristic of civilisation. From the locals or the tribals who 
eat crude nourishment to the refined urban individuals who 
expend marked nourishment things, the legislative issues of 
nourishment achieve various measurements and points of 
view. The situating of nourishment as "prevalent" and "second 
rate" precludes the degree for the incorporation of the 
nourishment propensities for the Dalits and the other in 
reverse classes in India. Indian folklore and strict rehearses have assumed a vital job in arranging the 
veggie lovers as a better class as restricted than the non-vegans. From allocating diverse nourishment 
things to various Gods, serving scarcely any nourishment things as "Prasada" in sanctuaries and the 
fantasy of "Amrit" for which the devas and the asuras battle in Hindu folklore to the representative 
apple that Eve use to tempt Adam into submitting the main sin and the celestial "sustenance" that God 
provided for the "picked" individuals in Christianity, nourishment has been utilized as a way to enslave, 
hierarchise and recognize individuals as substandard or predominant.  

Indeed, even in the present situation nourishment fills in as a way to decide the way of life of 
individuals. Individuals utilize the accessible assets and receive effectively cultivable yields as their 
staple nourishment which thusly decide their occupation, expectations for everyday comforts and 
culture. For example, the culinary stories of the waterfront districts depict how angling and utilization 
of fishes figured the way of life and way of life of the anglers network together with the legends related 
with nourishment that gets went down to ages. This paper endeavors to follow the impact of Indian and 
Western folklores in making personality and standing with reference to nourishment. The sexual 
orientation separations and pretend related with the way toward cooking and utilization and the 
examination of ladies to nourishment things bringing about commodification of female body are 
likewise broke down in the light of religion, convention and culture. The diasporic wistfulness that gets 
reflected in writing with reference to celebrations and thusly to the conventional nourishment is 
additionally broke down to test further into the governmental issues of nourishment generation and 
utilization.  

 
KEYWORDS: folklore and nourishment, culinary stories, culture, sexual orientation, character.  
 
INTRODUCTION : 
Nourishment legislative issues 
is a rising type the world over 
that has prompted the  

consideration of nourishment 
contemplates in writing and 
different orders of Humanities. In 
any case, about 10 years before  

nourishment examines has 
developed as an autonomous 
order. The job of nourishment in 
making position, character and  
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sex based jobs is examined and contemplated profoundly so as to comprehend the job of nourishment 
in defining and managing the way of life and life of individuals. A few colleges (New York University for 
example) offer seminars on nourishment examines mulling over the political, social, culinary and 
financial effect of nourishment on the general public and the way of life of the individuals. Marion 
Nestle is a prominent American academician in the field of nourishment thinks about, who wrote in her 
book qualified What for Eat, "Nourishment decisions are about your future and that of your youngsters. 
They are nothing not as much as majority rule government in real life." Her works mostly center around 
the nourishment legislative issues of global nourishment organizations and company that doesn't think 
about human and ecological wellbeing.  

Note that the governmental issues of nourishment utilization has been taught to general society 
minds since ages through fantasies, legends and religion. In India Hinduism has assumed a urgent job in 
classifying and separating individuals dependent on the nourishment that they deliver and devour. 
Indeed, even in western religions and folklore such hierarchisation is noticeable along these lines 
bringing about practical and racial 'prevalent' and 'sub-par' classes. Such fantasies and legends have 
been utilized to abuse and enslave bringing about the minimization of the lower classes and ladies. The 
job of writing in both accentuating and deconstructing the nourishment legislative issues bringing 
about the making of a cliché personality is additionally significant. The mainstream culture is been 
naturalized and controlled such a great amount by the global enterprise with the goal that the normal 
man turns into an oblivious casualty of the nourishment legislative issues that they advance. This paper 
plans to examine the impact of ideas of nourishment in fantasies, legends, religion, writing and pop 
culture in making personality, rank and sex jobs.  
 
MYTHS AND LEGENDS 

Each land has a rich convention of fantasies and legends that are transmitted over the ages. Such 
fantasies and legends frequently work as the instruments that impart the social and social cliché jobs 
down the ages. Their impact frequently gets so naturalized that it is regularly unrealised by the experts. 
The legends identified with nourishment and their impact on the social, political and financial 
components are regularly dismissed along these lines. The structuralist anthropologist Claude Levi-
Strauss discusses understanding the fantasies through the nourishment analogy of the "crude" and the 
"cooked" in his work entitled The Raw and the Cooked. Through a top to bottom investigation of the 
legends of the Bororo individuals of South America, Strauss separates the people from the creatures by 
pointing out the basic distinction between the both-utilization of prepared nourishment by the previous 
and crude nourishment by the last mentioned. He brings up the presence of the pairs: the crude and the 
cooked, the new and the rotted, the dampened and the consumed and endeavors to recreate the 
thoughts related with nourishment and cooking legends. Dr. Ouzi Elyada condenses Strauss' thoughts in 
his paper The Raw and the Cooked: Claude Lévi-Strauss and the Hidden Structures of Myth as,  

In his 1964 book The Raw and the Cooked Lévi-Strauss investigated nature/culture relations on 
the culinary level – in particular, the manner by which fantasy portrays and clarifies the development of 
cooking procedures and rules, and the change of cooking into a social procedure – through the 
investigation of legend. The demonstration of cooking is seen by Lévi-Strauss as a sort of abnormal 
classification since nourishment continually crosses the limits of the classifications, nature and culture. 
Subsequently, the cook is a sort of social operator who connects the crude item with the human 
shopper. His job is to guarantee that the regular gets cooked and experiences a procedure of 
socialization.  

Along these lines, the connection among legends and nourishment gets apparent through 
Strauss' works. Dr. Ouzi abridges further,  

The examination of fantasies relating to nourishment and cooking depends on three premises: 
1. Cooking is a language, and like any language, it has an oblivious structure established by parallel 
resistances; 2. Cooking is organized by the culinary triangle: crude/cooked/spoiled – a set of three 
which includes a twofold resistance between nature/culture and expounded/unelaborated; 3. 
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Practically speaking, this unique triangle gets loaded up with a few oppositional sets, for example, 
simmered/bubbled, which relates to the pair crude/spoiled.  

The point by point investigation of fantasies and legends of both the oriental and the occidental 
world would illuminate the impact of culinary fantasies in commonplace existence of the individuals. 
For example, nourishment contributions are considered as a way to maintain a strategic distance from 
the fierceness of gods. This training is a noticeable one in Hinduism where every divinity has a most 
loved nourishment that must be offered as a major aspect of petitions. "Nourishment ceremonies" are 
additionally part of love, particularly in India, where the utilization of 'Prasada' got from sanctuaries is 
viewed as a consecrated demonstration. Christianity in India appears to embracing comparative 
nourishment ceremonies as there is nourishment appropriation in Churches in India during the gala of 
specific holy people. Nourishment customs characterize national and social ways of life also. The 
Japanese tea service, Easter eggs, Christmas treats and so forth., are all of global approval. Eucharist, 
which is key to the convictions in Christianity likewise adds to the nourishment analogy in religions. 
The adherents devour the eucharist with the thought that it is the assortment of Christ and drink wine 
conveyed at the holy places trusting it to be the blood of Christ got through the procedure of 
transubstantiation. Again avarices is viewed as one of the seven dangerous sins and there is a reference 
to "sustenance" as the awesome nourishment that God provided for His picked individuals.  

Such fantasies and legends identified with nourishment has likewise been utilized to oppress 
and to develop cliché personalities. Independent of societies ladies are regularly related to the existence 
cycle of plants-birth, ripeness and passing. The land similitude is regularly ascribed to ladies to 
characterize her as ripe or fruitless. Be that as it may, such references are not found on account of the 
"richness" of men who appears to appreciate a predominant status crosswise over societies with 
regards to sex and sexual issues. Such fantasies and legends regularly assume a huge job in crediting 
sexual orientation explicit jobs to ladies, for example, cooking and sustaining the whole family and so 
forth. Essentially, the utilization of the prohibited natural product in Christianity (frequently thought to 
be apple), is regularly utilized as a way to enslave ladies for it is Eve who "enticed" Adam into 
submitting the principal sin consequently prompting the "fall" of man. Indeed, even Islam endorses a lot 
of rules regarding what one ought to and ought not eat.  

The thought of "prevalent" and "mediocre" nourishment exists everywhere throughout the 
world and is clearly noticeable in the rank legislative issues that exists in India. The veggie lovers are 
considered to have a place with the high society (brahmins), instead of the "savage" meat-eaters or the 
non-vegans. The Dalits are a lot of individuals who needed to confront shunning simply because of their 
"extraordinary" nourishment propensities. The nourishment progressive system, as Dalit symbol B.R. 
Ambedkar stated, isolates individuals into three unique personalities: Those who don't eat substance 
(at the top), the individuals who eat non-vegan nourishment other than hamburger (in the center) and 
the individuals who eat meat (at the base). He had composed The Untouchables: Who Were They and 
Why They Became Untouchables? as, Indeed, even a shallow perspective on the nourishment taboos of 
the Hindus will show that there are two taboos seeing nourishment which fill in as partitioning lines. 
There is one forbidden against meat-eating. It separates Hindus into veggie lovers and substance eaters. 
There is another unthinkable which is against meat eating. It isolates Hindus into the individuals who 
eat dairy animals' fragile living creature and the individuals who don't. From the perspective of 
distance, the first isolating line is of no significance. Be that as it may, the second is. For it totally 
separates the Touchables from the Untouchables.  

Along these lines, the Dalits were frequently side-lined and abused for their culinary legends 
and practices. Their legends are as yet obscure to the outside world because of their concealment by the 
prevailing press. The fascinating certainty is that the nourishment practices of the Dalits were for the 
most part forced on them. Being denied of the privilege to land and nourishment produce, they needed 
to get by on what was accessible to them. Hamburger, blood (formula rakthi) and digestive tract of 
creatures and so on., were effectively accessible and consequently shaped the staple eating routine of 
the Dalits however for some Dalits meat were an extravagance. The nourishment practices of Dalits 
fluctuate over the various states in India on the grounds that the Dalits themselves are assorted in their 
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way of life and practices. It is to be noticed that the high society Hindus endeavor to depict India as a 
vegan country subsequently disregarding and minimizing the meat eaters. Nonetheless, the ongoing 
patterns show the endeavor by the Dalit journalists to illuminate the way that India also comprised of 
non-veggie lovers directly from old times. The Myth of the Holy Cow by D. N. Jha gives recorded proof 
that India was a meat-eating nation.  
 
In Popular Culture – Literature and Media  

Disclose to me what sort of nourishment you eat and I will reveal to you what sort of man you 
are – Jean Anthelme Brillat-Savarin  

The pop culture assumes a significant job in characterizing the predominance ideas related with 
nourishment. The predominant press and writing appear to advance the privileged way of life and 
nourishment propensities alone. There is no portrayal of the nourishment propensities for the Dalit and 
the underestimated prompting their social rejection. Their culinary propensities are investigated just if 
a book or a film is done only about them and, after its all said and done, they are distorted and are never 
taken to be at standard with the standard propensities. Nourishment development, profitability and 
accessibility regularly decides the way of life and culture of individuals. For example, the beach front 
locales, deserts, bumpy territories and the woods occupants. The job of nourishment in deciding the 
way of life of the general public is unmistakable in writings that attention on a specific network. 
Chemmeen, a great Malayalam epic is a model as it depicts the life and culture of the anglers network in 
Kerala. The fantasies and legends of the shore are related with the angling rehearses. The entire 
network is recognized dependent on the nourishment that they expend in this way weaving their 
financial status with their nourishment propensities.  

The hugeness of nourishment in helping the social roots to remember individuals is additionally 
obvious in the diasporic works of writing. The nostalgic compositions by the diasporic essayists 
uncovers their yearning for their country and its conventional nourishment rehearses. The aching to go 
to celebrations and to participate in the detailed nourishment ceremonies are regularly portrays in such 
compositions. The predominant press additionally assumes a huge job is appointing sexual orientation 
to various nourishment things too. For example, the general idea that men eat more meat and ladies are 
fonder of chocolates. Additionally cooking is a sexual orientation job that is regularly credited to ladies 
by and large regardless of social contrasts over the globe. The customary Indian movies depict the 
perfect spouse as the person who prepares flavorful nourishment that her better half likes. In this 
manner, nourishment is utilized as a way to make and appoint cliché sex jobs for people.  

Ladies are frequently compared with nourishment analogy in predominant press. The 
commodification of ladies has prompted the advancement of an alternate class of movies – nourishment 
erotic entertainment. Nourishment sex entertainment finds a spot in standard film making and in sex 
entertainment also. Scenes delineating ladies being "delighted in" by men together with nourishment 
things were a pattern in Hollywood for quite a while. Ladies and their body parts are regularly 
contrasted with nourishment things – essentially organic products, for example, papaya, watermelon 
and so on.  

The global goliaths in nourishment industry likewise assume a pivotal job in making and 
proliferating a specific nourishment governmental issues through the predominant press. The 
utilization of some nourishment items at a specific worldwide natural way of life is advanced as a 
grown-up toy through movies, arrangement and so forth., in this way heightening the edges of such 
corporate organizations. This again prompts lost the customary nourishment practices of indigenous 
gatherings all things considered nourishment things are presently marked as out-dated. The 
cosmopolitan refined taste buds move away from nature and common nourishment items as a 
component of the nourishment governmental issues taught by the universal evolved ways of life. 
Nourishment creation and utilization could likewise be seen as far as patriot approaches of 
governments. Rumi Sakamoto and Matthew Allen remarks on how the Japanese state utilizes sushi to 
activate their picture of legitimacy so as to expand the offers of Japanese items abroad in their article. 
Also, various nourishment things like spaghetti, croissants, diminish aggregate, sashimi, and pho are 
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currently prominent over the world. These nourishments have extraordinary narratives identified with 
their creation, utilization, and eventually how they are utilized as vehicles to express personality.  

As expressed, prior nourishment propensities were regularly used to segregate individuals in a 
nation like India with solid position partialities. Position based separation is foregrounded in the 
exchanges on nourishment. An examination of prevailing press associated with nourishment – TV, 
magazines, books, nourishment shows and so forth., demonstrate replication of such social chains of 
importance. The job of language is additionally essential in perceiving the nourishment of the "other' as 
information and as a component of the way of life of the general public. This is obvious without culinary 
terms from Dalit cooking in the standard. The terms utilized in Dalit nourishment plans like wajadi 
(digestive system), rakti (blood) and chanya (dried meat) additionally discover acknowledgment as a 
component of bigger speech. The ongoing political clash in India forbidding the utilization of hamburger 
is another model for the endeavors to separate and gap individuals based on what they eat. 
Subsequently, it could be seen that what we eat characterizes our standing, sexual orientation and 
personality to an extraordinary stretch out in the advanced world. There is a contrast between 
perceiving that what we eat is the thing that we are and that what we eat builds what we are. We are 
emblematically devouring our character through our nourishment and drink decisions – all the more 
explicitly, by what we don't eat or drink.  
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